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ABSTRACT
This course is designed to bring the modern world into the classroom to explore the most pressing issues currently affecting the United States and the world
over. Although current events vary from year to year, the course is structured into two broad sections - challenges to American foreign policy and hegemony in
the world, and an inward focus on domestic issues at the federal, state, and local levels. In a global perspective, the United States is a nation currently embroiled
in an ongoing War on Terrorism, helping to shape relations and affairs in the volatile Middle East, dealing with nuclear threats from North Korea and Iran,
lingering tensions with America’s longtime adversary, Russia, and new challenges to its dominance in the global market with the growth of global powers like
China. The other focal point of this course is an inward look at social trends, issues, and ongoing tensions which shape the fabric of American politics.
The course will be a blending of present-day current events historical analysis for deeper understanding. In the end, students who successfully complete this
course will be more aware of the complexities of our world today and the role we have as citizens in shaping affairs in America and beyond. Due to the everchanging nature of our country and global affairs, deference will be given to significant current events as they arise. Students will be kept apprised of major news
stories with enough context provided to make the issues accessible and understandable to them.
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In addition to furthering knowledge of these issues, the course will offer students the opportunity to develop literacy skills in a variety of areas,
such as primary source reading, college proficient writing, note-taking, research skills, map skills, and listening skills. Students will read complex
informational texts with independence and confidence because the vast majority of reading in college and workforce training programs will be
sophisticated nonfiction. It is important to note that the Reading standards of the CCSS are meant to complement the specific content demands of
the discipline--not replace them. For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims, showing what they know about a subject,
and conveying what they have experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. The students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful
consideration, choosing words, information, structures, and formats deliberately. They need to be able to use technology strategically when
creating, refining, and collaborating on writing. They have to become adept at gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material
accurately, reporting findings from their research and analysis of sources in a clear and cogent manner. They must have the flexibility,
concentration, and fluency to produce high-quality first-draft text under a tight deadline and the capacity to revisit and make improvements to a
piece of writing over multiple drafts when circumstances encourage or require it. This course helps students to develop the ability to make
informed and reasoned decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Mission Statement
The Kingsway Regional School District believes that this school district is responsible for developing and maintaining a comprehensive educational program that
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will foster the academic, social, and personal growth of all students. The Kingsway Regional School District provides a secure, supportive environment. It also
provides high quality resources to challenge and empower each individual to pursue his/her potential, to develop a passion for learning in a diverse and challenging
world, to encourage active citizenship, and to reach a high standard of achievement at all grade levels as defined by the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content
Standards (NJCCCS) & Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
Curriculum & Instruction Goals Curriculum & Instruction Goals
Goal(s):
1. To ensure students are college and career ready upon graduation
2. To vertically and horizontally align curriculum K-12 to ensure successful transition of students at each grade level
3. To identify individual student strengths and weaknesses utilizing various assessment measures (formative, summative, alternative, etc.) so as to
differentiate instruction while meeting the rigor of the applicable content standards
4. To improve student achievement as assessed through multiple measures including, but not limited to, state testing, local assessments, and intermediate
benchmarking
Philosophy of the Shared Curriculum Service with South Harrison Township Elementary
The ultimate goal of the newly established shared curriculum service with South Harrison Township Elementary is to provide clearly coherent curriculum for grades
K-12 to enhance student growth and achievement and provide learning experiences that assist in providing an inherent love of learning. With true vertical and
horizontal curricular alignment all students will be effectively prepared for their arrival onto the campus of Kingsway Regional Middle School. Through this shared
vision, both school districts are able to work earlier and more productively with students to ensure they are properly equipped with the knowledge and skills
necessary to be successful in college and career upon graduation from high school. The alignment of curriculum K-12 safeguards countless benefits for our children;
it is the very foundation for the improved teaching and learning that is our goal as educators, parents, and community members. Most notably, an aligned
curriculum K-12 creates a common ownership and understanding of what must be taught and learned at each grade level for each subject area. No matter where
a student attends, the curriculum requirements are the same across buildings, grade levels and teachers. Additionally, an aligned curriculum serves to provide
valuable information to parents who will know what each child is expected to learn while in the classroom.

How to Read this Document:
This curricular document contains both pacing guides and curriculum units. The pacing guides serve to communicate an estimated timeframe as to when skills
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and topics will be taught throughout the year. The pacing, however, may differ slightly depending upon the unique needs of each learner. The curriculum units
contain more detailed information as to the content, goals, and objectives of the course well as how students will be assessed. The terms and definitions below
will assist the reader to better understand the sections and components of this curriculum document.
Terms to Know
1.

Accommodation(s): Accommodations are adaptations that do not alter the learning goal or standards being measured; accommodations can be for all
students.

2.

Differentiated Instruction (DI): The idea of differentiating instruction to accommodate the different ways that students learn involves a hefty dose of
common sense, as well as sturdy support in the theory and research of education (Tomlinson & Allan, 2000). It is an approach to teaching that advocates
active planning for student differences in classrooms. Teachers can differentiate content, process, product, or environment. DI can be done according to
students’ readiness, interest, or learning profile.

3.

Enduring Understanding: Enduring understandings (aka big ideas) are statements of understanding that articulate deep conceptual understandings at the
heart of each content area. Enduring understandings are noted in the alongside essential questions within each unit in this document.

4.

Essential Question: These are questions whose purpose is to stimulate thought, to provoke inquiry, and to spark more questions. They extend beyond a
single lesson or unit. Essential questions are noted in the beginning of each unit in this document.

5.

Formative Assessments: Formative assessments monitor student learning to provide ongoing feedback that can be used by (1) instructors to improve
teaching and (2) by students to improve their learning. Formative assessments help identify students’ strengths and weaknesses and address problems
immediately.

6.

Learning Activity(s): Learning activities are those activities that take place in the classroom for which the teacher facilitates and the students participate
in to ensure active engagement in the learning process. (Robert J. Marzano, The Art and Science of Teaching)

7.

Learning Assignment(s): Learning assignments are those activities that take place independently by the student inside the classroom or outside the
classroom (i.e. homework) to extend concepts and skills within a lesson.

8.

Learning Goal(s): Learning goals are broad statements that note what students “should know” and/or “be able to do” as they progress through a unit.
Learning goals correlate specifically to the NJSLS noted within each unit.
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9.

Learning Objective(s): Learning objectives are more specific skills and concepts that students must achieve as they progress towards the broader learning
goal. These are included within each unit and are assessed frequently by the teacher to ensure students are progressing appropriately.

10. Modification(s): Modifications are adaptations that alter the learning goals and grade-level standards. Modifications are warranted when the learner has

significant needs that impede his or her ability to access grade-level concepts. They are most appropriate for appropriate some students with IEPs and
some English Language Learners.
11. Performance Assessments: (aka alternative or authentic assessments) Performance assessments are a form of assessment that requires students to

perform tasks that generate a more authentic evaluation of a student’s knowledge, skills, and abilities. Performance assessments stress the application
of knowledge and extend beyond traditional assessments (i.e. multiple-choice question, matching, true & false, etc.).
12. Standards: Academic standards, from which the curriculum is built, are statements that of what students “should know” or “be able to do” upon

completion of a grade-level or course of study. Educational standards help teachers ensure their students have the skills and knowledge they need to be
successful by providing clear goals for student learning.
o

State: The New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLSs) include Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards as well as K-12 standards for: Visual
and Performing Arts; Comprehensive Health and Physical Education; Science; Social Studies; World Languages; Technology; 21st-Century Life and
Careers; Language Arts Literacy; and, Mathematics

13. Summative Assessments: Summative assessments evaluate student learning at the end of an instructional time period by comparing it against some

standard or benchmark. Information from summative assessments can be used formatively when students or faculty use it to guide their efforts and
activities in subsequent courses.
14. 21st Century Skills & Themes: These elements emphasize the growing need to focus on skills that prepare students to successfully compete in a global

environment by focusing on the following: learning and innovation skills; information, media and technology skills; and life and career skills. These concepts
are embedded in each unit of the curriculum.

Proficiencies and Pacing:
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Course Title: US and World Affairs
Prerequisite(s): World History, Preferably US I and US II
Unit Title
Unit 1:

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

12 weeks

Power Standards:
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.12.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.b
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.c
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.d
NJSLS.6.1.12.B.16.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.16.a
NJSLS.6.2.12.B.4.c
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.c
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.14.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.C.15.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS15
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.d
NJSLS. 6.3.12.D.2

“The War on Terrorism Septemberand Middle Eastern
December
Foreign Policy –
From September 11, 2001
to Present”

Secondary
(Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1.
NJSLSA.R2.
NJSLSA.R3.
NJSLSA.R4.
NJSLSA.R6.
NJSLSA.R7.
NJSLSA.R8.
NJSLSA.R9.
NJSLSA.R10.
RH.11-12.1.
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Learning Goals
The Road to 9/11: [3 Weeks]
Part 1 – Students will investigate
the origins and motivations of
terrorist attacks against the
United States culminating in the
September 11, 2001 attacks.

Part 2 – Students will compile a
9/11 Commission Report
detailing the attacks, explains
how/why the United States
failed to stop the attacks, and
develop a plan from this point as
to how we can prevent attacks
moving forward.
--------------------------------------------

Operation Enduring Freedom –
Afghanistan and

Topics and Skills
Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:
⧠ Soviet-Afghan War
⧠ jihad
⧠ mujahedeen
⧠ blowback
⧠ Islam
⧠ Koran/Qu’Ran
⧠ Militant/Radical Islam
⧠ Sharia Law
⧠ 1993 World Trade Center Bombing

⧠ Embassy bombings
⧠ bombing of USS Cole
⧠ 9/11 Commission Report

⧠ Afghanistan
⧠ Pakistan
⧠ Saudi Arabia
⧠ Mecca
⧠ The Middle East
⧠ The World Trade Center
⧠ The Pentagon
⧠ Taliban
⧠ Osama bin Laden
⧠ Khalid Sheikh Mohammed [KSM]
⧠ War on Terrorism
⧠ Terrorism
⧠ President George W. Bush
⧠ al-Qaeda
⧠ Khalid Sheikh Mohammed [KSM]

Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

Learning Goals

RH.11-12.2.
RH.11-12.3.
RH.11-12.4.
RH.11-12.5.
RH.11-12.6.
RH.11-12.8.
RH.11-12.9.
RST.11-12.4.
RST.11-12.6.
RST.11-12.8.
WHST.11-12.10.
WHST.11-12.2.
WHST.11-12.2.A.
WHST.11-12.4.
WHST.11-12.5.
WHST.11-12.6.

⧠ Pakistan
⧠ Ayman al-Zawahiri
Part 1: Students will be able to
⧠ NATO
⧠ nation building
critique America’s
⧠ Malala
“War on Terrorism” - examine
⧠ Yemen
the positive and negative results
⧠ Abbottabad, Pakistan
of our operations in Afghanistan, ⧠ AQAP – Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
and students will develop an
⧠ al-Shabaab
⧠ al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
informed opinion as to whether
⧠ Saddam Hussein
or not American forces should
⧠ Iraq / Iran relations
continue a presence in
⧠ Iraqi invasion of Kuwait
Afghanistan to ensure stability.
⧠ President George H. W. Bush
⧠ Operation: Desert Storm
⧠ WMD – Weapons of Mass Destruction
⧠ Axis of Evil
Part 2: Students will investigate ⧠ “Mission Accomplished”
the current and future
⧠ Sunni
battlegrounds against al-Qaeda ⧠ Shiite
⧠ Kurdish
following the death of Osama
⧠ Exit Strategy
bin Laden, and they will assess
⧠ AQI – al-Qaeda in Iraq / ISI
the complexities of trying to
⧠ Bashar al-Assad
eliminate al-Qaeda’s presence in ⧠ proxy war
these areas.

Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.
A.3

Career Ready
Practices
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Topics and Skills

Hunting al-Qaeda: [3 Weeks]

The Iraq Wars [1991 - 2003] and

The Road to 9/11:

Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards
CRP2
CRP4
CRP5
CRP6
CRP7
CRP11

Learning Goals
the Rise of ISIS: [6 Weeks]
Part 1: Students will investigate the
origins of American involvement in
Iraq tracing back to the First Gulf
War and the short / long term
consequences prior to 9/11.
Part 2: Students will explain the
American government’s rationale
for invading Iraq in 2003 following
the 9/11 attacks, and they will be
able to cite evidence as to why Iraq
collapsed and caused the United
States to occupy Iraq for several
years.
Part 3: Students will apply their
knowledge of the 2003 Iraq War to
explain how the destabilization of
Iraq led to the rise of the Islamic
State in Syria and the Levant [ISIL].
They will also examine the ways we
are currently combatting ISIL/ISIS
and current status of the war and
the impact this has had on the
Middle East.

Topics and Skills
Summarize and Explain how US involvement during
the Soviet-Afghan war led to the rise of the Taliban and
al-Qaeda creating unrest towards the United States in
Afghanistan.
Summarize and Explain who Osama bin Laden was
and how he came to create al-Qaeda their motivations
for attacks against the United States and its citizens.
Summarize and Explain how the United States missed
a series of warning signs prior to the 9/11 attacks and
ways we have tried to mitigate future terrorist attacks
on American soil.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Operation Enduring Freedom:
The War in Afghanistan and Hunting al-Qaeda Abroad
Summarize and Explain how America’s mission in
Afghanistan initially removed the Taliban from
power, but our nation-building process has been
damaged from attacks by the Taliban trying to
return to power.
Summarize and Explain the successes and failures of
our operations in Afghanistan and whether or not
students believe the mission should continue or end.

Summarize and Explain the issues facing women and
other persecuted groups in Afghanistan under Taliban
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Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

Learning Goals

Topics and Skills
rule and debate whether or not it is our responsibility to
ensure their wellbeing.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Iraq War[s] and the Rise of ISIS:
Summarize and Explain the history of American
involvement with Saddam Hussein – the Iraqi Dictator,
and how our involvement with Iraq in the 1990s led to
the 2003 war.
Develop and reinforce an opinion as to whether or not the
2003 invasion of Iraq was justifiable or a grave error.

Be able to explain the reasons for Iraq’s continuing
political/ethnic instability and how the neighboring
Syrian Civil War merged with the Iraqi insurgency to
result in the formation of ISIS.
Be able to speculate and draw conclusions as to how
the destabilization of Iraq has transformed Middle
Eastern affairs and the complexities of trying to defeat
ISIS and balance regional stability.
Critique and investigate the evolving conflict in Syria.
Students will explain how a civil war evolved into a
regional and global proxy struggle, and they will
analyze the impact it has had on Middle Eastern
dynamics and the world abroad.
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Unit Title
Unit 2:
Foreign Policy Ethics and
National Security in a
Globalized World

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

4 weeks

Power Standards:
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.14.h
NJSLS. 6.3.12.D.1
NJSLS. 6.3.12.A.1
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.11.e
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.15.e

January - February

Secondary
Standards:
NJSLSA.R1.
NJSLSA.R2.
NJSLSA.R3.
NJSLSA.R4.
NJSLSA.R6.
NJSLSA.R7.
NJSLSA.R8.
NJSLSA.R9.
NJSLSA.R10.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8.
NJSLS.WHST.1112.10.
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Learning Goals
Ethical and Constitutional
Challenges: [3 Weeks]
Part 1 – Students will analyze
lingering and continuing
ethical controversies that
have occurred in combating
terrorism including, but not
limited to, GITMO, torture, the
CIA, drones, and more.

Part 2 – Students will be able to
develop logical arguments as to
if, and when, our Constitutional
liberties should be limited in
the interests of national
security.

Topics and Skills
Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:
⧠ Guantanamo Bay / GITMO
⧠ torture
⧠ Geneva Conventions
⧠ Abu Ghraib
⧠ CIA
⧠ drone
⧠ artificial intelligence [AI]
⧠ NSA
⧠ USA PATRIOT Act / FREEDOM Act
⧠ FISA Court / FISA Warrant
⧠ Edward Snowden
⧠ 1984 / Orwellian
⧠ Aldous Huxley / “Brave New World”

Ethical Debates and Discussions:

Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.
NJSLS.WHST.1112.2.A.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6.
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.
3
Career Ready
Practices
CRP2
CRP4
CRP5
CRP6
CRP7
CRP11
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills
Develop a logical argument as to the pros and cons of
maintaining the GITMO detention facility and whether
or not it is in the best interest of America to keep the
prison open.
Critique America’s use of drones to combat terrorism
and conduct military operations, the pros and cons of
doing so, and hypothesize about the future trend of war
from human to automated.
Develop a logical argument as to the pros and cons of
domestic intelligence gathering by sifting through
private information of American citizens and whether
or not the limitation of our Constitutional freedoms are
justified in the interests of national security.
Critique America’s use of torture in combatting
terrorism and develop an opinion as to whether or not
you feel we should continue the use of torture.

Unit Title
Unit 3:
The Arab-Israeli /
Israeli-Palestinian
Conflicts

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

3-4 Weeks

Power Standards:
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.12.c
NJSLS. 6.2.12.B.4.c
NJSLS. 6.2.12.D.3.e
NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.5.a
NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.5.b
NJSLS. 6.2.12.B.5.a
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.12.a
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.c
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.d

February

Secondary
(Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1.
NJSLSA.R2.
NJSLSA.R3.
NJSLSA.R4.
NJSLSA.R6.
NJSLSA.R7.
NJSLSA.R8.
NJSLSA.R9.
NJSLSA.R10.
RH.11-12.1.
RH.11-12.2.
RH.11-12.3.
RH.11-12.4.
RH.11-12.5.
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills

The Arab-Israeli Conflict: [1-2
Weeks]












The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 

Present Developments: [2

Weeks]

Part 2 – Students will investigate 

the ongoing conflict between

Israelis and Palestinians, and

they apply their research to

determine the primary obstacles 
to peace.



Part 1 – Students will
investigate the origins and
continuing problems which
fuel the Arab-Israeli Conflict
from the aftermath of WWI to
the present.

Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:
Arab-Israeli Conflict
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Palestine [geographic region]
Palestine [mandate]
Israel
State of Palestine
West Bank
Gaza Strip
Golan Heights
Zionism
Balfour Declaration
UN Partition Plan – 1947
Arab-Israeli War of 1948
Six Day War – 1967
Yom Kippur War - 1973
PLO – Palestinian Liberation Organization

Jerusalem

PA – Palestinian Authority
Yasser Arafat

First and Second Intifada
Oslo Peace Accords
West Bank settlements
West Bank Wall
Hamas

Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards
RH.11-12.6.
RH.11-12.8.
RH.11-12.9.
RST.11-12.4.
RST.11-12.6.
RST.11-12.8.
WHST.11-12.10.
WHST.11-12.2.
WHST.11-12.2.A.
WHST.11-12.4.
WHST.11-12.5.
WHST.11-12.6.
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills

 Hezbollah




Benjamin Netanyahu
Mahmoud Abbas

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Core Concepts and Understandings:
Differentiate between the two points of view in the IsraeliPalestinian Conflict – what do each of the sides want for
peace?

Interdisciplinary:

Hypothesize whether or not peace is possible between the
two sides by citing evidence and vocabulary from
class/events occurring now.

Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3

Formulate a peace proposal that I believe can satisfy both
sides and end the conflict once and for all.

Career Ready
Practices
CRP2
CRP4
CRP5
CRP6
CRP7
CRP11

Critique the ways that both sides have dealt with one another
over the years and determine what each side has done
right/wrong in the conflict.

Unit Title

Duration/
Month(s)

Unit 4:
Arms Proliferation –
The Challenges of
Nuclear Weapons
and Conventional
Arms Trafficking

Related Standards

2-3 weeks Power Standards:
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS15
April-May NJSLS.6.1.12.D.12.c
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.d
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.5.c
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.12.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.e
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.f

Secondary
(Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1.
NJSLSA.R2.
NJSLSA.R3.
NJSLSA.R4.
NJSLSA.R6.
NJSLSA.R7.
NJSLSA.R8.
NJSLSA.R9.
NJSLSA.R10.
RH.11-12.1.
RH.11-12.2.
RH.11-12.3.
RH.11-12.4.
RH.11-12.5.
RH.11-12.6.
RH.11-12.8.
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills

Nuclear Proliferation: [1 Week]
Part 1 – Students will investigate
the continuing issues associated
with nuclear weapons
proliferation with an emphasis on
rogue nuclear states and the
dangers posed from accidents.
Students will apply their research
to develop an informed opinion as
to whether or not nuclear
weapon stockpiles should be
limited or banned.

Part 2 – Students will investigate
the role of the United States and
other global powers in
perpetuating conventional arms
trafficking around the world, and
they will analyze the
repercussions in the development
of Third World nations.

Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:
















Nuclear proliferation
Hydrogen bomb / Thermonuclear weapon
Deterrence
MAD – Mutual Assured Destruction
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963
NPT – Non-Proliferation Treaty
Rogue nuclear states
Iranian / North Korean nuclear ambitions
Iran Nuclear Deal
Goldsboro incident, 1961

Arkansas Titan II Explosion, 1980
Radioactive fallout
Radioactive waste
Runit Dome / Marshall Islands

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Core Concepts and Understandings –
Nuclear Weapons Proliferation:
Investigate the pursuit and spread of nuclear weapons from the Cold
War until the present and why nations strive to obtain WMD’s.
Assess the efficacy of efforts made by the United States and UN to
prevent nuclear proliferation with emphasis on modernizing nuclear
arsenals and the Iran nuclear deal.
Develop an argument as to whether or not having nuclear weapons

Unit Title

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards
RH.11-12.9.
RST.11-12.4.
RST.11-12.6.
RST.11-12.8.
WHST.11-12.10.
WHST.11-12.2.
WHST.11-12.2.A.
WHST.11-12.4.
WHST.11-12.5.
WHST.11-12.6.
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3
Career Ready
Practices
CRP2
CRP4
CRP5
CRP6
CRP7
CRP11
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills
actually keeps a country’s people safer even though there have been
numerous accidents and near misses which could have caused
unfathomable destruction.
Investigate the lingering issues of nuclear weapons testing and
development during the Cold War in present day. Special emphasis will
be placed on the Runit Dome in the Marshall Islands which harbors
vast quantities of nuclear waste threatening to leak into the Pacific
Ocean.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Core Concepts and Understandings –
Conventional Arms Trafficking:
Explain why the United States and other world powers
traffic weapons around the world despite being
members of the UN Security Council and how these
actions violate international law but promote respective
foreign policy interests.
Assess the damage down to developing nations in the
Third World as a result of arms trafficking.
Draw conclusions as to how arms trafficking
destabilizes other regions of the world but also have
effects on our own people and policies.

Unit Title
Unit 5:
“Challenges to American
Hegemony in a Globalized
World: The Russian
Federation and People’s
Republic of China”

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards

4 weeks

Power Standards:

May - June

NJSLS.6.1.12.CS12
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS15
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.14.a
NJSLS.6.1.12.C.15.b
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.b
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.5.e
NJSLS.6.2.12.B.5.b
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.5.a
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.6.c
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.a
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.b
NJSLS.6.3.12.D.2

Secondary
(Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1.
NJSLSA.R2.
NJSLSA.R3.
NJSLSA.R4.
NJSLSA.R6.
NJSLSA.R7.
NJSLSA.R8.
NJSLSA.R9.
NJSLSA.R10.
RH.11-12.1.
RH.11-12.2.
RH.11-12.3.
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills

The Russian Federation:

Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:

Part I - Students will investigate the

aftermath of the Soviet Union’s
collapse and the changing nature of
the West’s relationship with the new
Russian Federation with emphasis
on Vladimir Putin’s role in world
affairs.

The People’s Republic of China:
Part 1 – Students will investigate the
evolution of China from a Maoist /
communist state to a more
capitalistic state in world affairs, and
they will draw conclusions about the
economic challenges / necessities of
our trade relations.

Part 2 – Students will assess China’s
expansion in the South China Sea
and how this is creating tension with
its Asiatic neighbors.
























Soviet Union
Mikhail Gorbachev
Boris Yeltsin
Russian Federation
Chechnya
Oligarch
Capitalism
Socialism
Vladimir Putin
Ukraine
Crimea
Black Sea
NATO
People’s Republic of China
Mao Zedong
Xi Jingping
“Socialism with Chinese Characteristics”
South China Sea
Artificial islands
Vietnam / Philippines / Thailand / Taiwan
TPP – Trans-Pacific Partnership
outsourcing

Unit Title

Duration/Month(s)

Related Standards
RH.11-12.4.
RH.11-12.5.
RH.11-12.6.
RH.11-12.8.
RH.11-12.9.
RST.11-12.4.
RST.11-12.6.
RST.11-12.8.
WHST.11-12.10.
WHST.11-12.2.
WHST.11-12.2.A.
WHST.11-12.4.
WHST.11-12.5.
WHST.11-12.6.

Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3
Career Ready
Practices
CRP2
CRP4
CRP5
CRP6
CRP7
CRP11
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Learning Goals

Topics and Skills
The Russian Federation:

Summarize and Explain why the Soviet Union
collapsed and became the Russian Federation.
Summarize and Explain why the Russian people were
initially hopeful for Boris Yeltsin’s presidency but
favored a return to strongman-style leadership under
Vladimir Putin.
Investigate ongoing issues between the USA and
Russia which have continued from the Cold War, such
as NATO expansion, and recent developments
complicating chances are friendly relations.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

The People’s Republic of China:
Summarize and Explain why China transitioned away
from the communist philosophies of Mao Zedong in
favor of a more capitalist system.
Summarize and Explain the nature of economic
relations between the USA and China and how we
mutually benefit from these relations.
Investigate China’s development of artificial islands in
the South China Sea as a means to expand its influence
into international waters, but also how this is enflaming
tensions between Asiatic neighbors and the United
States.

Kingsway Regional School District
Grade 11 / 12 – “US and World Affairs”
Unit 1: The War on Terrorism and Middle Eastern Foreign Policy –
Recommended Duration: 10-12 weeks (September-December)
From September 11, 2001 to Present
Unit Description: In this unit, students will investigate the origins and motivations of terrorism against the United States which ultimately culminated in the
September 11, 2001 attacks. By tracing the origins of al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden’s motivations, students will come to understand that the foreign policy
decisions made in the past have unforeseen consequences. After tracing the steps from the Soviet-Afghan War thru 9/11, the unit will branch off into several
key components of the ongoing War on Terrorism and its consequences in the Middle East:
-

Afghanistan: What began with Operation Enduring Freedom has become America’s longest running war since Vietnam, and students will grapple with
the complex issues we face trying to stabilize the nation nearly two decades later. The Taliban have reemerged after being routed in the early phases
of the war, and students will need to determine whether or not we should continue our operations in Afghanistan. In addition to Afghanistan,
although Osama bin Laden was killed, al-Qaeda remains a global organization with franchise operations in different regions of the world, and each of
these cells pose unique foreign policy challenges for the United States.

-

Iraq: America’s complex foreign policy challenges in Iraq are rooted in our history with Iraq’s neighbor, Iran. Students will backtrack to Cold War
decisions which may have been in our best interests during the 1950s but resulted in hostile blowback from the 1970s thru the present. After our
relationship with Iran collapsed, the United States became involved with Iraq as a counterbalance to Iranian influence in the Middle East, but
Saddam Hussein proved a volatile and destabilizing element in the region culminating in Operation Desert Storm. In the post-9/11 world, American
foreign policy favored preemptive action and stopping threats before they took shape. Operation Iraqi Freedom toppled Hussein but resulted in the
destabilized Iraq internally and fueled an increase of terrorism in the aftermath from al-Qaeda to the rise of ISIS.

-

Syria: What began as calls for reform in Syria against an oppressive dictator resulted in a brutal civil war and ultimately evolved into regional and
global proxy war. President Obama entered office as a leader committed to ending America’s involvement in Middle Eastern wars, but Syria’s conflict
escalated with the use of chemical weapons and growth of jihadist terrorist groups, most notably ISIS. Even now, the Syrian conflict burns out of
control and has presented the current administrations with a Middle East burning out of control and with evolving dynamics. All the while, the United
States needs to find a way to balance its commitments to international law while avoiding conflict with foreign powers who desire different foreign
policy outcomes from the United States.
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Essential Questions
Relevant Standards
Content Standards:
Primary (Power):
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.12.a - Analyze the impact of American
governmental policies on independence movements in
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and the Middle East.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.b - Compare the perspectives of other
nations and the United States regarding United States
foreign policy.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.c - Explain how and why religious
tensions and historic differences in the Middle East have
led to international conflicts, and analyze the effectiveness
of United States policy and actions in bringing peaceful
resolutions to the region.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.d - Analyze the reasons for terrorism
and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and
government policies, and assess the effectiveness of
actions taken by the United States and other nations to
prevent terrorism.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.B.16.a - Explain why natural resources (i.e.,
fossil fuels, food, and water) continue to be a source of
conflict, and analyze how the United States and other
nations have addressed issues concerning the distribution
and sustainability of natural resources.
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Enduring Understandings
Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

The Road to 9/11: [3 Weeks]

The Road to 9/11:

Part 1 – Students will investigate the
origins and motivations of terrorist
attacks against the United States
culminating in the September 11, 2001
attacks.

Summarize and Explain how US involvement during
the Soviet-Afghan war led to the rise of the Taliban and
al-Qaeda creating unrest towards the United States in
Afghanistan.

Part 2 – Students will compile a 9/11
Commission Report detailing the
attacks, explains how/why the United
States failed to stop the attacks, and
develop a plan from this point as to
how we can prevent attacks moving
forward.
--------------------------------------------Operation Enduring Freedom –
Afghanistan and
Hunting al-Qaeda: [3 Weeks]
Part 1: Students will be able to critique
America’s “War on Terrorism”
- examine the positive and negative
results of our operations in

Summarize and Explain who Osama bin Laden was
and how he came to create al-Qaeda their motivations
for attacks against the United States and its citizens.
Summarize and Explain how the United States missed
a series of warning signs prior to the 9/11 attacks and
ways we have tried to mitigate future terrorist attacks on
American soil.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Operation Enduring Freedom:
The War in Afghanistan and Hunting al-Qaeda Abroad
Summarize and Explain how America’s mission in
Afghanistan initially removed the Taliban from
power, but our nation-building process has been
damaged from attacks by the Taliban trying to
return to power.
Summarize and Explain the successes and failures of
our operations in Afghanistan and whether or not
students believe the mission should continue or end.

Relevant Standards

Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.16.a - Analyze the impact of American
culture on other world cultures from multiple
perspectives.

Afghanistan, and students will develop
an informed opinion as to whether or
not American forces should continue a
presence in Afghanistan to ensure
stability.

Summarize and Explain the issues facing women and
other persecuted groups in Afghanistan under Taliban
rule and debate whether or not it is our responsibility to
ensure their wellbeing.

NJSLS. 6.2.12.B.4.c - Explain how the disintegration of the
Ottoman empire and the mandate system led to the
creation of new nations in the Middle East.
NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.6.c - Analyze why terrorist movements
have proliferated, and evaluate their impact on
governments, individuals, and societies.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.14.a - Determine the relationship between
United States domestic and foreign policies
NJSLS. 6.1.12.C.15.a - Relate the role of America’s
dependence on foreign oil to its economy and foreign
policy

The Iraq War[s] and the Rise of ISIS:
Part 2: Students will investigate the
current and future battlegrounds
against al-Qaeda following the death
of Osama bin Laden, and they will
assess the complexities of trying to
eliminate al-Qaeda’s presence in these
areas.
---------------------------------------------

NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.6.d - Assess the effectiveness of responses
by governments and international organizations to
tensions resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or
nationalist differences.
NJSLS. 6.3.12.D.2 - Analyze a current foreign policy issue
by considering current and historical perspectives,
examining strategies, and presenting possible actions.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Iraq Wars [1991 - 2003] and the
Rise of ISIS: [6 Weeks]
Part 1: Students will investigate the
origins of American involvement in
Iraq tracing back to the First Gulf War
and the short / long term

Summarize and Explain the history of American
involvement with Saddam Hussein – the Iraqi Dictator,
and how our involvement with Iraq in the 1990s led to
the 2003 war.
Develop and reinforce an opinion as to whether or not the
2003 invasion of Iraq was justifiable or a grave error.

Be able to explain the reasons for Iraq’s continuing
political/ethnic instability and how the neighboring
Syrian Civil War merged with the Iraqi insurgency to
result in the formation of ISIS.
Be able to speculate and draw conclusions as to how
the destabilization of Iraq has transformed Middle
Eastern affairs and the complexities of trying to defeat
ISIS and balance regional stability.
Critique and investigate the evolving conflict in Syria.
Students will explain how a civil war evolved into a
regional and global proxy struggle, and they will
analyze the impact it has had on Middle Eastern
dynamics and the world abroad.

Relevant Standards

Learning Goals
consequences prior to 9/11.

Secondary (Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says
explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant
connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the
text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text
and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used
in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word
choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes
the content and style of a text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence.
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Part 2: Students will explain the
American government’s rationale for
invading Iraq in 2003 following the
9/11 attacks, and they will be able to
cite evidence as to why Iraq collapsed
and caused the United States to
occupy Iraq for several years.
Part 3: Students will apply their
knowledge of the 2003 Iraq War to
explain how the destabilization of Iraq
led to the rise of the Islamic State in
Syria and the Levant [ISIL]. They will
also examine the ways we are
currently combatting ISIL/ISIS and
current status of the war and the
impact this has had on the Middle
East.

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts
address similar themes or topics in order to build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors
take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and
informational texts independently and proficiently with
scaffolding as needed.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response,
etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to
develop an understanding of the text as a whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas,
information and/or perspective(s) presented in a primary
or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop
over the course of the text.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for
actions or events; determine which explanation best
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the
text leaves matters uncertain.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex
primary source is structured, including how key sentences,
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to
the whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives
on the same historical event or issue by assessing the
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning,
and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with
other sources.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse
sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies
among sources.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols,
key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context
relevant to grades 11-12 texts and topics.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author's purpose in
providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important
issues that remain unresolved.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data,
analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text,
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or
challenging conclusions with other sources of information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts,
including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each
new element builds on that which precedes it to create a
unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards

Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce, share, and update writing products
in response to ongoing feedback, including new
arguments or information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Formative Assessments
1. Pre-Assessment
2. Homework Assignments
3. Exit Tickets [Digital /
Print]
4. Quizzes*
5. Oral Questioning
6. Group-based test prep
7. Generating Test items
8. Hot-Seat questioning
9. Think-pair-share
10. One minute papers
11. Four Corners
12. Class Debates
*Quizzes are eligible for
retakes in course
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Summative
Assessments
1. 9/11 Test
2. Primary Source
Analysis
3. Nation Building
Exercise
4. The bin Laden
Raid Scenario
5. Current al-Qaeda
Battlegrounds
6. Enduring
Freedom Test
7. Syrian Civil War
companion
8. Formation of ISIS
packet
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Performance
Assessments

Major Activities/ Assignments (required)
1. 9/11 Commission Report
• Al-Qaeda Foreign Policy Challenge Choice Menu - Tri-Fold Presentation
2. Bin Laden Speech Sources
3. Building a Case for Invasion of Iraq
4. Iraq Collapse Jigsaw Research
5. Map of the Middle East – Historical Analysis
6. Iraq Civil War Case Study Analysis – De-Nazification v. De-Ba’athification
7. Birth of ISIS Jigsaw Research
8. FRONTLINE – Secret History of ISIS
9. Syrian Civil War Companion Text Analysis
10. Obama at War – The Red Line and Non-Intervention

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/Differentiation):
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments
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ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
● Google Translate
● Resources in Native Language
● Simplified Assessment
● Simplified Content
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Accept Short Answers
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
● Allow Electronic Device
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Quiz / Test Prep
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
Modifications
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Enhanced Learning Goals
● Additional Reading and
Resources to Enrich Material
● One-to-One Teacher Interaction
to Further Learning
● Retakes Allow Student to
Achieve Higher Levels with no Limit

● Provided Visuals and Other
Study Aids

Instructional Strategies
Think, pair, share during lectures.
Critical thinking and comprehension questions to assess student proficiency.
Primary sources to develop student reading and writing comprehension.
Graphic organizers for multiple sections of unit to breakdown origins and operations of terrorist organizations / foreign policy challenges.
Political cartoon analysis for contextual knowledge and critical thinking.
Cooperative jigsaws to chunk larger concepts and share with peers to foster ownership of material.
Direct Instruction-Lecture to chunk critical concepts and persons.
Guided Reading
 Primary and secondary sources have guided questions to assist students in exploring key concepts.
Reading for Meaning –Writing to Inform
Compare/Contrast lessons from history with current affairs.
Homework
 Read and analyze articles with written response
 Note Taking at home
 Watch videos and/or read articles in a flip classroom format and comment on Google Classroom
Note Taking
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Instructional Strategies
 Lecture notes, interactive notebook and note making techniques such as creating pictionary boards, political cartoons and who am I charts
Simulation based learning which requires reading and critical thinking skills, including rebuilding Afghanistan, Iraq threat assessment, Codename Dragonfire,
Obama’s Red Line, and more.

Games
 Quizzo review, Trashketball trivia and Kahoot
Writing Practice
 Written responses to larger issues in multiple formats such as quick responses, 3 and 5 paragraph essays
 Timed response to primary sources and political cartoons to emulate PARCC preparation.
Use multiple sources like video, pictures, political cartoons, primary and secondary sources to construct a response pertinent to PARCC preparation.

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
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ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Visuals Accompany Written
Information
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes, Google Translate
Option via Google Classroom
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Tiered assignments
● Multiple texts (leveled reading)
● Tiered Homework assignments
● Mini-lessons/Small group
instruction
● One-on-one conferences
● Oral quizzes
● Learning Stations
● Flexible grouping
● Learning Contracts
● Curriculum Compacting
● Jigsaw

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students

ELLs [English Language Learners]

At-Risk Students

● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]

● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]

● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]

Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Shortening Assignment
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Differentiation
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Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Gifted Students

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students

ELLs [English Language Learners]

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

● Mini-lessons / Small Group
Instruction
● One-on-One Conference
● Learning Stations
● Flexible Grouping
Unit Vocabulary

Soviet-Afghan War, jihad, mujahedeen, blowback, Islam, Koran/Qu’Ran, Militant/Radical Islam, Sharia Law, 1993 World Trade Center Bombing,
Embassy bombings, bombing of USS Cole, 9/11 Commission Report, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Mecca, The Middle East, The World
Trade Center, The Pentagon, Taliban, Osama bin Laden, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed [KSM], War on Terrorism, Terrorism, President George W.
Bush, al-Qaeda, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed [KSM], Ayman al-Zawahiri, NATO, nation building, Malala, Yemen, Abbottabad, Pakistan, AQAP – AlQaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Saddam Hussein, Iraq / Iran relations, the Shah, President Jimmy
Carter, President Ronald Reagan, President George H.W. Bush, Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Operation: Desert Storm, WMD – Weapons of Mass
Destruction, anthrax, Axis of Evil, “Mission Accomplished”, Sunni, Shia/Shiite, Kurds/Kurdish, Exit Strategy, AQI – al-Qaeda in Iraq / ISI, Bashar alAssad, proxy war, Vladimir Putin, Turkey, Iran, Hezbollah
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

Interdisciplinary:

Technology

Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in
online courses, learning communities,
social networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a problem or
issue.
Career Ready Practices
CRP2 - Apply appropriate academic
and technical skills.
CRP4 - Communicate clearly and
effectively and with reason.
CRP5 - Consider the environmental,
social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6 - Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7 - Employ valid and reliable
research strategies.
CRP11 - Use technology to enhance
productivity.

 S - Computer Lab – 9/11
Commission Report
 S – Google Docs/Slides –
various presentations on
the Syrian Civil War and
how the conflict has
evolved from civil war into
regional/global proxy war.
 A - Smart Board - Classroom
collaboration of political
cartoon and primary source
analysis.
 A – Google Classroom –
classroom collaboration
and discussion on assigned
topics and extension of
resources for advanced
students.

21st Century Themes
 Global Awareness - This unit
will help the students
understand the role of the
U.S. foreign policy in world
affairs.
 American and World History
– This unit explores and
correlates modern history
with current affairs to make
the issues accessible to
students.

21st Century Skills
 Creativity & Innovation- Demonstrating
originality and inventiveness in work and to be
open and responsive to new and diverse
perspectives.
 Media Literacy- Understanding how media
messages are constructed, for what purposes
and using which tools, characteristics and
conventions.
 Critical Thinking and Problem SolvingExercising sound reasoning in understanding
and making complex choices and decisions.
 Information & Communication Technologies
Literacy Communication & Collaboration- Articulating
thoughts and ideas clearly and effectively
through speaking and writing.
Demonstrating the ability to work effectively
with diverse teams.
Assuming shared responsibility for
collaborative work.
 Information Literacy- Accessing information
efficiently and effectively, evaluating
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills

information accurately and creatively for the
issue or problem at hand.
● Flexibility and Adaptability- Adapt to varied
roles and responsibilities in the classroom and
during group work.
Working effectively in a climate of ambiguity
and changing priorities throughout the school
year.
● Initiative and Self Direction- Monitoring one’s
own understanding and learning needs during
various assignments in the unit.
Going beyond basic mastery of skills and/or
curriculum to explore and expand one’s own
learning of the people and events of the unit.
Utilizing time efficiently and managing workload
throughout the unit.
Demonstrating commitment to learning as a
lifelong process.
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills- Working
appropriately and productively with others on
various assignments.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills

Bridging cultural differences and using differing
perspectives to increase innovation and the
quality of work on various group assignments.
● Productivity and Accountability- Setting and
meeting high standards and goals for delivering
quality work on time for various assignments.
Demonstrating diligence and a positive work
ethic on various assignments.
● Leadership and Responsibility- Using
interpersonal and problem-solving skills to
influence and guide others towards a goal
during group assignments.

Resources:
Texts/Materials:
1. “Global Issues: Politics, Economics, and Culture” – Richard J. Payne
2. The American Republic: Since 1877
3. Google Classroom
4. Teacher Notes
5. “The Looming Tower” – Lawrence Wright
6. 9/11 Commission Report
7. “Inside 9/11, Zero Hour” – National Geographic
8. Frontline: Student Resource Guides
9. “Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS” – Joby Warrick
10. “The American Experience” - PBS
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Kingsway Regional School District
Grade 11 / 12 – “US and World Affairs”
Unit 2: Foreign Policy Ethics and National Security in a Globalized World

Recommended Duration: 4-6 Weeks (January-February)

Unit Description: In this unit, the students will analyze ethical controversies in prosecuting terrorism and other foreign policy challenges over the past several
decades. Following 9/11, the American people tasked the government with greater authorities and Constitutional powers to prevent another catastrophic
terrorist attack. Waging an unconventional war on an unconventional enemy has put America’s foreign policy goals and methods at odds with previous
standards established by international law, of which the United States is a signatory. Examples include:
-

The American detention center at Guantanamo Bay which currently holds some of the most dangerous terrorists from the war, but the base became
synonymous with a torture program and prisoner abuse which extended in America’s occupation of Iraq. When the scandal erupted in 2004, the
American people largely favored torture as a means to obtain intelligence, but it has tarnished our image in the world and eroded the trust of Middle
Eastern peoples whom we claimed we were trying to protect. President Obama attempted to close the prison but saw prisoners return to terror
overseas. President Trump desires to keep the prison open for further use, but there are individuals still held in GITMO under dubious circumstances.
At stake is America’s reputation as a humanitarian nation although the damage done is now permanent for both our image and the people
imprisoned.

-

The employment of torture at Abu Ghraib shed light on a disturbing pattern of behavior by the United States government. Low level military officers
were ordered to employ criminal techniques against detained prisoners, and the United States government attempted to justify the orders by
redefining the parameters of torture. Students will come to realize that holding the government accountable for illegal activities is very difficult as
they make and bend the rules as seen fit. Students will also debate accountability over what happened in the prison – a debate which has been
revisited since the Nuremberg Trials when the soldiers claimed that they were following orders. Although we hold individuals accountable for their
actions, human psychology and morality can be overruled by higher authorities and powerful governments. During war, our moral threshold is eroded
further and leaves the American people less offended by murder and human rights abuses.

-

The CIA remains a principle tool of American foreign policy. They are utilized as a means to give the President and the American government ‘plausible
deniability’ while furthering our objectives abroad. Often times, the activities engaged by the CIA violate international law and even the US
Constitutional boundaries even though they are working on behalf of national security. Students will need to debate whether or not the CIA’s power
has exceeded its intended mission as far back as the Truman Administration in 1947, and they will need to determine if the actions of the CIA also
endanger the American people as their actions have blowback on the civilian population.
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-

Drones: Warfare is becoming more automated and reliant upon technology than ever before. The primary weapon in eliminating terrorists overseas
are drone aircraft equipped with weapons. Although the technology proves useful in keeping American soldiers out of warzones directly, the drones
are proving controversial for numerous reasons. The United States conducts shadow wars out of sight of the American people raising the question of
just how large our anti-terror operations have become. Students need to wonder if the use of drones in other countries violates international law, if a
drone crashes and is reverse engineered are we accountable for the aftermath, how often do drone strikes kill civilians, what effect do drones have on
their pilots, and more. As an extension of using drones, the next leap in military technology will be full-fledged artificial intelligence. Experts are
debating the use of AI in warfare and attempting to get ahead of their use at the United Nations by establishing a framework. However, if past human
experiences with devastating new technology is any indicator, humans will allow its use to grow out of control. Will the end result be endless,
inhuman warfare, or will the machines turn on their human creators and fulfill the science fiction prophecies of films like “The Terminator”?

-

Edward Snowden, a former intelligence analyst, exposed the NSA’s spying program to the American public in June 2013. Since fleeing abroad,
Snowden unveiled a disturbing snapshot of America’s global and domestic spying capabilities. Students in their senior year at Kingsway explore the
themes of dystopian societies, like those of George Orwell’s ‘1984’. Orwell warned future generations of a world wherein “Big Brother is Watching”
and our basic freedoms will be willingly stripped from us in the hope to be secure from real / perceived threats. Although Snowden’s revelations
would have irreparably shocked a previous American generation from the 1960s/1970s when the people grew suspicious and weary of their
government, the modern American people have grown accustomed to infringement of their privacy. New technologies, like Amazon Echo and Google
Home, afford the government and companies with the means to gather more data than ever before. Although Orwell warned that the government
would grow too powerful, Aldous Huxley set forth that the average person would be too weighed down in trivial information / culture to care.
Students will need to reconcile how to keep ourselves safe and also preserve the freedoms set forth by the Founding Fathers.

Essential Questions

Enduring Understandings

1. What is the impact of foreign policy and foreign affairs on the
American
psyche?

1. Foreign policy and affairs greatly weigh on the minds of Americans because most
Americans fear foreign conflicts but, will willing engage in foreign wars to protect
America, the American way of life, and U.S. interests around the world.

2. What is the duty of the U.S. media in times of international crisis?
3. If our enemies exploit loopholes in international law, should we
circumvent international law to do what is necessary?

2. Answer may vary; however, the U.S. government has a duty to protect all interest
of Americans both home and away and as a result, the government must try to
ease American fears at all times.
3. Answer will vary; however, most Americans believe our safety and security comes
first even if the actions taken are morally reprehensible.
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Essential Questions

Enduring Understandings

4. How does a blurring of the lines between the US and ‘the enemy’
actually
hurt
our
foreign
policy
goals?

4. Answer will vary; however, we cannot always predict the blowback of actions
taken today in the future.

5. Why do humans knowingly create technologies which have the
capacity to do good but could lead to the end of the human
species?

5. Humans are great creators though often unaware of the consequences of their
gift. There is little time for a learning curve

6. Should constitutional rights have limits during wartime?

6. Answers will vary. Americans used to believe that Constitutional rights should
NEVER be limited. The U.S. Constitution and the rights given to the people make
the U.S. a great nation and world power. However, there have been court cases
which ruled that our rights can be limited in a time of emergency.

7. Does America have a responsibility to adhere to international law
or
does
our
need
for
security
come
first?

7. Answers will vary; however, many Americans believe the U.S. should focus on
domestic issues, rather than nation building around the world.

8. Where is the balance between the need for security and privacy?

8. Due to new technologies, our privacy is being eroded further. It is possible that
privacy is a thing of the past.
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Relevant Standards

Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Content Standards:

Part 1 – Students will analyze
lingering and continuing ethical
controversies that have occurred
in combating terrorism including,
but not limited to, GITMO, torture,
the CIA, drones, and more.

Develop a logical argument as to the pros and cons of
maintaining the GITMO detention facility and whether
or not it is in the best interest of America to keep the
prison open.

Primary (Power):
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.14.h - Assess the effectiveness of government
policies in balancing the rights of the individual against the
need for national security.
NJSLS. 6.3.12.D.1 - Analyze the impact of current governmental
practices and laws affecting national security and/or
individual civil rights/ privacy.
NJSLS. 6.3.12.A.1 - Develop a plan for public accountability and

transparency in government related to a particular issue(s)
and share the plan with appropriate government officials.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.11.e - Explain how World War II and the

Holocaust led to the creation of international organizations
(i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.15.e - Analyze the impact of United States

support for the policies and actions of the United Nations and
other international organizations.
Secondary (Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly
and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it;
cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.
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Part 2 – Students will be able to
develop logical arguments as to if,
and when, our Constitutional
liberties should be limited in the
interests of national security.

Critique America’s use of drones to combat terrorism
and conduct military operations, the pros and cons of
doing so, and hypothesize about the future trend of war
from human to automated.
Develop a logical argument as to the pros and cons of
domestic intelligence gathering by sifting through
private information of American citizens and whether
or not the limitation of our Constitutional freedoms are
justified in the interests of national security.
Critique America’s use of torture in combatting
terrorism and develop an opinion as to whether or not
you feel we should continue the use of torture.

Relevant Standards
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and
analyze their development; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices
shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the
content and style of a text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well
as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts
address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge
or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and
informational texts independently and proficiently with
scaffolding as needed.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.),
to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an
understanding of the text as a whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas,
information and/or perspective(s) presented in a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the
course of the text.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions
or events; determine which explanation best accords with
textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves
matters uncertain.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in
Federalist No. 10).
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary
source is structured, including how key sentences,
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the
whole.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on
the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’
claims, reasoning, and evidence.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and
evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other
sources.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse
sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies
among sources.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key
terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they
are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant
to grades 11-12 texts and topics.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author's purpose in providing
an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an
experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain
unresolved.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis,
and conclusions in a science or technical text, verifying the
data when possible and corroborating or challenging
conclusions with other sources of information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts,
including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards

NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet,
to produce, share, and update writing products in response
to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
band independently and proficiently.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Formative Assessments
● Pre-Assessment
● Homework Assignments
● Exit Tickets [Digital / Print]
● Quiz*
● Oral Questioning
● Group-based test prep
● Generating Test items
● Hot-Seat questioning
● Think-pair-share
● One minute papers

Summative Assessments
● Geneva Conventions Debate
● GITMO Closing Debate
● ‘Ghosts of Abu Ghraib’
questionnaire
● Snowden – Hero or Traitor?
Op-Ed for TIME Magazine
● ‘Rise of the Drones’ and
Drones at Home Debates
● Reigning in the NSA – Drafting
a Bill for Law to Congress

*Quizzes are eligible for retakes in
US and World Affairs
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Performance Assessments

Major Activities/ Assignments (required)
● Class Discussion
● Group Intelligence Briefing
● Independent Research
● Snowden Primary Source Readings
● ‘Ghosts of Abu Ghraib’ – Psychological
Case Study Analysis
● GITMO Debate and Legacy
● Lecture
● Note-Taking
● Outlining
● Political Cartoons
● Presidential Situation Room Scenarios
● Primary Source Speeches
● Red Dot Game
● Small Group Work
● Student Presentation

Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least Complex to
Most Complex
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Choice Format / Alternative Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments
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ELLs [English Language Learners]

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least Complex
to Most Complex
● Google Translate
● Resources in Native Language
● Simplified Assessment
● Simplified Content

Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Quiz / Test Prep
● Order Test Items from Least Complex
to Most Complex

Accommodations/
Differentiation
● Enhanced Learning
Goals
● Additional Reading
and Resources to
Enrich Material
● One-to-One Teacher
Interaction to
Further Learning
● Retakes Allow Student
to Achieve Higher
Levels with no Limit

Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Accept Short Answers
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
● Allow Electronic Device
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● Provided Visuals

Modifications
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Think, pair, share during lectures.
Critical thinking and comprehension questions to assess student proficiency.
Primary sources to develop student reading and writing comprehension.
Political cartoon analysis for contextual knowledge and critical thinking.
Direct Instruction - Lecture to chunk critical concepts and persons.
Guided Reading
 Primary and secondary sources have guided questions to assist students in exploring key concepts.
Reading for Meaning – Writing to Inform
Mini-Lessons
Parallel course content to current events.
Homework
 Read and analyze articles with written response
 Note Taking at home
 Watch videos and/or read articles in a flip classroom format and comment on Google Classroom/
Note Taking
 Lecture notes, interactive notebook and note making techniques such as creating pictionary boards, political cartoons and who am I charts
Role Playing
 Assigning characters to students to have them act out a person of study without using their name for others to guess.
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Games
 Quizzo review, Trashketball trivia and Kahoot
Writing Practice
 Written responses to larger issues in multiple formats such as quick responses, 3 and 5 paragraph essays
 Timed response to primary sources and political cartoons to emulate PARCC preparation.
 Use multiple sources like video, pictures, political cartoons, primary and secondary sources to construct a response pertinent to PARCC preparation.

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or Sloppy
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ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Visuals Accompany Written
Information
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes, Google Translate
Option via Google Classroom
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with
Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying on
Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]

At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with
Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying on
Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback

Gifted Students
Accommodations/
Differentiation
● Tiered assignments
● Multiple texts
(leveled reading)
● Tiered Homework
assignments
● Mini-lessons/Small
group instruction
● One-on-one
conferences
● Oral quizzes
● Learning Stations
● Flexible grouping
● Learning Contracts
● Curriculum
Compacting
● Jigsaw

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Handwriting [assessments graded at higher
standard than homework]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing for an essay
or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading
Differentiation
● Mini-lessons / Small Group Instruction
● One-on-One Conference
● Learning Stations, Flexible Grouping

Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Shortening Assignment
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading

● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments graded
at higher standard than homework].
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing for
an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading

Unit Vocabulary

Essential: Guantanamo Bay / GITMO, torture, Geneva Conventions, Abu Ghraib, CIA, drone, artificial intelligence [AI], NSA, USA PATRIOT Act / USA FREEDOM Act,
FISA Court / FISA Warrant, Edward Snowden, 1984 / Orwellian, Aldous Huxley / “Brave New World”
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate
in online courses, learning
communities, social networks or
virtual worlds to discuss a
resolution to a problem or issue.
Career Ready Practices
CRP2 - Apply appropriate academic
and technical skills.
CRP4 - Communicate clearly and
effectively and with reason.
CRP5 - Consider the environmental,
social and economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6 - Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7 - Employ valid and reliable
research strategies.

Integration of Technology

21st Century Skills

8.1-Educational Technology: All
students will use digital tolls to
access, manage, evaluate, and
synthesize information in order
to solve problems individually
and collaboratively and to create
and communicate knowledge.

 Global AwarenessStudents will be able to
trace currents events
back to the Cold War and
understand reasons for
current U.S. foreign
policy and relations.

 Creativity & Innovation- Acting on creative ideas to
make a tangible and useful contribution to the domain
in which the innovation occurs.

 A - Smart Board - Classroom
collaboration of political
cartoon analysis

 Civics - Participating
effectively in civic life
through knowing how to
stay informed and
understanding
governmental processes.
Exercising the rights and
obligations of citizenship
at local, state, national
and global levels.
Understanding the local
and global implications of
civic decisions

 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- Identifying and
asking significant questions that clarify various points of
view and lead to better solutions.

 A – Google Classroom –
classroom collaboration and
discussion on assigned topics
 S – Google docs/slides –
students create a
presentation for the class on
an assigned topic and
accompany it with a detailed
essay.
 S – YouTube videos – Various
YouTube videos to illustrate
the events of the Cold War

CRP11 - Use technology to enhance
productivity.
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 Media Literacy- Possessing a fundamental
understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding
the access and use of information.

 Information & Communication Technologies LiteracyUsing digital technology communication tolls and/or
networks appropriately to access, manage, integrate,
evaluate, and create information in order to function in
a knowledge economy.
 Communication & Collaboration- Articulating
thoughts and ideas clearly and effectively through
speaking and writing.
Demonstrating the ability to work effectively with
diverse teams.
 Information Literacy- Possessing a fundamental
understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding
the access and use of information.

 Flexibility and Adaptability- Adapt to varied roles and
responsibilities in the classroom and during group
work.
Working effectively in a climate of ambiguity and
changing priorities throughout the school year.
 Initiative and Self Direction- Monitoring one’s own
understanding and learning needs during various
assignments in the unit.
Going beyond basic mastery of skills and/or curriculum
to explore and expand one’s own learning of the people
and events of the unit.
Utilizing time efficiently and managing workload
throughout the unit.
Demonstrating commitment to learning as a lifelong
process.
 Social and Cross-Cultural Skills- Working appropriately
and productively with others on various assignments.
Bridging cultural differences and using differing
perspectives to increase innovation and the quality of
work on various group assignments.
 Productivity and Accountability- Setting and meeting
high standards and goals for delivering quality work on
time for various assignments.
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Demonstrating diligence and a positive work ethic on
various assignments.
 Leadership and Responsibility- Using interpersonal
and problem-solving skills to influence and guide others
towards a goal during group assignments.
Resources
Texts/Materials:
1. United States Constitution
2. “The United States Constitution: What It Says, What It Means” – JusticeLearning.Org
3. “The Week” – Periodical Articles, “Evolution of the NSA”
4. “1984” – George Orwell
5. “Brave New World” – Aldous Huxley
6. Edward Snowden interview samples
7. Geneva Conventions
8. TIME Magazine Article, “Why GITMO Will Never Close”
9. “Ghosts of Abu Ghraib” – Psychological Case Study Analysis
10. “Rise of the Drones” – NOVA Discovery
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Kingsway Regional School District
Grade 11 / 12 – “US and World Affairs”
Unit 3: The Arab-Israeli / Israeli-Palestinian Conflicts

Recommended Duration: 3-4 Weeks (February)

Unit Description: In this unit, the students will explore the origins of the Arab-Israeli and Israeli-Palestinian conflicts. Roots of the conflicts trace back to the
World War I time period when the British Empire made conflicting promises to Arab and Jewish peoples desiring their own homelands in the geographic
region of Palestine in the former Ottoman Empire. These conflicting promises fostered a hotbed of contention between the rival groups and only grew in both
ferocity and complexity the longer the issue went unresolved. In the aftermath of World War II, the Jewish nation state of Israel was established in the former
Mandate of Palestine. Numerous wars have occurred between Israel and its Arab neighbors causing regional strife and also attracted the intervention of the
United States on several occasions. Students will analyze the ramifications of each of these wars on the region both geographically and politically. After
examining the broader conflict, students will engage the ongoing struggle of Palestinians to achieve independence and their own state in the area and why
coming to peace terms has remained elusive. Lastly, the students will investigate how the ongoing tensions of Israel and Palestine and how the problems
flare up in present news – ranging from a civil war to regional struggles with Syria and Iran.
Essential Questions

Enduring Understandings

1. What choices do people make when faced with injustice?

1. People will typically attempt working inside a legal framework to effect change until they feel the
system no longer allows them to exercise change. From there, more radical methods will become
the norm.

2. What makes it possible for neighbor to turn against neighbor?
3. How do political and cultural geography lead to disputes over land?

2. Outside forces and imperialists create subdivisions within societies to get these groups to fight
one another while keeping the focus off the “string puller’. Numerous ethnic conflicts in recent
history have resulted from similar patterns.

4. What makes it difficult for divergent peoples to share a common
space together?

3. Certain locations are more valuable than others due to access to critical waterways, crossroads
for trade, and also ethnic heritage.

5. Are religious struggles intractable?

4. Sometimes, a compromise is viewed as a surrender and will not be acceptable to all parties.

6. Why do international organizations, like the UN, fail to address
international problems and disputes?

5. No, sometimes religion is used as a brand / rallying cry, but when faced with a common enemy,
all differences can be put on hold to eliminate a threat.
6. The UN is comprised of nation-states with their own agendas and interests, and international
interests do not always mesh with the interests of said states.
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Relevant Standards
Content Standards:
Primary (Power):
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.12.c - Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced
American foreign policy.

Learning Goals
The Arab-Israeli Conflict: [1-2 Weeks]
Part 1 – Students will investigate the
origins and continuing problems which
fuel the Arab-Israeli Conflict from the
aftermath of WWI to the present.

NJSLS. 6.2.12.B.4.c - Explain how the disintegration of the Ottoman
empire and the mandate system led to the creation of new nations in
the Middle East.
NJSLS. 6.2.12.D.3.e - Analyze the impact of the policies of different
European colonizers on indigenous societies, and explain the responses
of these societies to imperialistic rule.
NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.5.a - Explain how and why differences in ideologies and
policies between the United States and the USSR resulted in a cold war,
the formation of new alliances (e.g., NATO, SEATO, Warsaw Pact), and
periodic military clashes (e.g., Korean War, conflicts in the Middle East).
NJSLS. 6.2.12.A.5.b - Analyze the structure and goals of the United
Nations and evaluate the organization’s ability to solve or mediate
international conflicts.
NJSLS. 6.2.12.B.5.a - Determine the impact of geography on decisions
made by the Soviet Union and the United States to expand and protect
their spheres of influence.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.12.a - Analyze the impact of American governmental
policies on independence movements in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and
the Middle East.

52

KRSD Office of Curriculum and Instruction

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,
Present Developments: [2 Weeks]
Part 2 – Students will investigate the
ongoing conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians, and they apply their research
to determine the primary obstacles to
peace.

Learning Objectives
Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate:


















Arab-Israeli Conflict
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Palestine [geographic region]
Palestine [mandate]
Israel
State of Palestine
West Bank
Gaza Strip
Golan Heights
Zionism
Balfour Declaration
UN Partition Plan – 1947
Arab-Israeli War of 1948
Six Day War – 1967
Yom Kippur War - 1973
PLO – Palestinian Liberation
Organization











Jerusalem





PA – Palestinian Authority
Yasser Arafat

First and Second Intifada
Oslo Peace Accords
West Bank settlements
West Bank Wall
Hamas
Hezbollah
Benjamin Netanyahu
Mahmoud Abbas

Relevant Standards
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.c - Explain how and why religious tensions and
historic differences in the Middle East have led to international conflicts,
and analyze the effectiveness of United States policy and actions in
bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.D.15.d - Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact
that terrorism has had on individuals and government policies, and
assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United States and other
nations to prevent terrorism.
NJSLS. 6.1.12.A.16.a - Examine the impact of media and technology on
political and social issues in a global society.
Secondary (Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and
to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn
from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze
their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop
and interact over the course of a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings,
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and
style of a text.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Core Concepts and
Understandings:
Differentiate between the two points of
view in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict –
what do each of the sides want for
peace?
Hypothesize whether or not peace is
possible between the two sides by citing
evidence and vocabulary from
class/events occurring now.
Formulate a peace proposal that I
believe can satisfy both sides and end
the conflict once and for all.
Critique the ways that both sides have
dealt with one another over the years
and determine what each side has done
right/wrong in the conflict.

Relevant Standards

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a
text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address
similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the
approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational
texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence,
(e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific
details to develop an understanding of the text as a whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information
and/or perspective(s) presented in a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas and/or author’s
perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events;
determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence,
acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines
the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text contribute to the whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on the same
historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and
evidence.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and evidence
by corroborating or challenging them with other sources.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both
primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or
event, noting discrepancies among sources.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and
other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific
scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11-12 texts and topics.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author's purpose in providing an
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an experiment in a
text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a
science or technical text, verifying the data when possible and corroborating or
challenging conclusions with other sources of information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts,
and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to
create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share,
and update writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new
arguments or information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Formative Assessments
● Pre-Assessment
● Homework
Assignments
● Exit Tickets [Digital /
Print]
● Quiz*
● Oral Questioning
● Group-based test
prep
● Generating Test
items
● Hot-Seat questioning
● Think-pair-share
● One minute papers

Summative Assessments
● Political Cartoon reactions and
review
● Primary Source Reading and
Reactions
● Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Test
● Map Assessment

Performance
Assessments
 Peace Proposal

Major Activities/ Assignments (required)
● Class Discussion
● Independent Research
● Lecture
● Note-Taking
● Outlining
● Political Cartoons
● Primary Source Speeches
● Small Group Work
● Student Presentation

*Quizzes are eligible for
retakes in US and World
Affairs
Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
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ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Enhanced Learning Goals
● Additional Reading and Resources to
Enrich Material
● One-to-One Teacher Interaction to
Further Learning
● Retakes Allow Student to Achieve
Higher Levels with no Limit

Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

ELLs [English Language Learners]
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
● Google Translate
● Resources in Native Language
● Simplified Assessment
● Simplified Content
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Accept Short Answers
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
● Allow Electronic Device
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids

Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Think, pair, share during lectures.
Critical thinking and comprehension questions to assess student proficiency.
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At-Risk Students
● Provide Study Guides
● Quiz / Test Prep
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
Modifications
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

Gifted Students

Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Primary sources to develop student reading and writing comprehension.
Graphic organizers to chunk timeline of conflict originating around World War I time period.
Political cartoon analysis for contextual knowledge and critical thinking.
Cooperative jigsaw to investigate the divergent goals of a compromise in the peace process
Direct Instruction - Lecture to chunk critical concepts and persons.
Guided Reading
 Primary and secondary sources have guided questions to assist students in exploring key concepts.
 Reading for Meaning – Writing to Inform

Graphic Organizers
 Causes and effects of Israeli wars in the Middle East over the decades
 Causes and effects of Arafat’s PLO and the intifadas on the peace process.
Mini-Lessons
 Parallel course content to current events.
Homework
 Read and analyze articles with written response
 Note Taking at home
 Watch videos and/or read articles in a flip classroom format and comment on Google Classroom/

Note Taking
 Lecture notes, interactive notebook and note making techniques such as creating pictionary boards, political cartoons and who am I charts
Role Playing
 Students will engage in a mock sit-in.
Debates
 Quizzo review, Trashketball trivia and Kahoot
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Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Writing Practice
 Written responses to larger issues in multiple formats such as quick responses, 3 and 5 paragraph essays
 Timed response to primary sources and political cartoons to emulate PARCC preparation.
 Use multiple sources like video, pictures, political cartoons, primary and secondary sources to construct a response pertinent to PARCC preparation.

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students

ELLs [English Language Learners]

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with
Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Visuals Accompany Written
Information
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes, Google Translate
Option via Google Classroom
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with
Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback

Accommodations/Differentiation
● Tiered assignments
● Multiple texts (leveled reading)
● Tiered Homework assignments
● Mini-lessons/Small group
instruction
● One-on-one conferences
● Oral quizzes
● Learning Stations
● Flexible grouping
● Learning Contracts
● Curriculum Compacting
● Jigsaw
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Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading

ELLs [English Language Learners]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Shortening Assignment
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading

Differentiation
● Mini-lessons / Small Group
Instruction
● One-on-One Conference
● Learning Stations
● Flexible Grouping
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At-Risk Students
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading

Gifted Students

Unit Vocabulary

Essential: Arab-Israeli Conflict, Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Palestine [geographic region], Palestine [mandate], Israel, State of Palestine, West Bank, Gaza
Strip, Golan Heights, Zionism, Balfour Declaration, UN Partition Plan – 1947, Arab-Israeli War of 1948, Six Day War – 1967, Yom Kippur War – 1973,
Camp David Accords, President Jimmy Carter, PLO – Palestinian Liberation Organization, Jerusalem, PA – Palestinian Authority, Yasser Arafat, First and

Second Intifada, Oslo Peace Accords, West Bank settlements, West Bank Wall, Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, Benjamin Netanyahu, Mahmoud
Abbas

Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collab
orate in online courses,
learning communities, social
networks or virtual worlds to
discuss a resolution to a
problem or issue.
Career Ready Practices
CRP2 - Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills.
CRP4 - Communicate clearly
and effectively and with
reason.
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Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills

8.1-Educational Technology:
All students will use digital tolls
to access, manage, evaluate,
and synthesize information in
order to solve problems
individually and collaboratively
and to create and
communicate knowledge.

● Global AwarenessStudents will gain
insights into the origins
of the world’s most
“intractable conflict”
and how this ongoing
problem affects regional
and global stability.

● Creativity & Innovation- Being open and responsive to new and
diverse perspectives dealing with equal rights for all.

 A - Smart Board - Classroom
collaboration of political
cartoon analysis
 A – Google Classroom –
classroom collaboration
and discussion on assigned
topics
 S – Topic Research – Use the
MC to research their picks
and opponents to debate
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● Media Literacy- Possessing fundamental understanding of the
ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of information
of the time period.
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- understanding the
interconnections among systems (Congress, Executive, and
Judicial branches and the media) when facing civil rights issues.
● Information & Communication Technologies Literacy- Using
digital technology communication tools and/or networks
appropriately to access, manage integrate, evaluate, and create
information in order to function in a knowledge economy.
● Communication & Collaboration- Articulating thoughts and
ideas clearly and effectively through speaking and writing when
dealing with current and past civil rights issues.
Demonstrating the ability to work effectively with diverse teams
on formative assessments.

Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)
CRP5 - Consider the
environmental, social and
economic impacts of
decisions.

Integration of Technology
 S – YouTube videos –
Various YouTube videos to
illustrate the conflict’s
evolution.

CRP6 - Demonstrate creativity
and innovation.
CRP7 - Employ valid and
reliable research strategies.
CRP11 - Use technology to
enhance productivity.

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills
● Information Literacy- Accessing information efficiently and
effectively, evaluating information critically and competently and
using information accurately and creatively for controversy issues
of the past and present.
Possessing fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues
surrounding the access and use of information.
● Flexibility and Adaptability- Adapt to varied roles and
responsibilities in the classroom and during group work.
Working effectively in a climate of ambiguity and changing
priorities throughout the school year.
● Initiative and Self Direction- Monitoring one’s own
understanding and learning needs during various assignments in
the unit.
Going beyond basic mastery of skills and/or curriculum to explore
and expand one’s own learning of the people and events of the
unit.
Utilizing time efficiently and managing workload throughout the
unit.
Demonstrating commitment to learning as a lifelong process.
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills- Working appropriately and
productively with others on various assignments.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills
Bridging cultural differences and using differing perspectives to
increase innovation and the quality of work on various group
assignments.
● Productivity and Accountability- Setting and meeting high
standards and goals for delivering quality work on time for
various assignments.
Demonstrating diligence and a positive work ethic on various
assignments.
● Leadership and Responsibility- Using interpersonal and
problem-solving skills to influence and guide others towards a
goal during group assignments.

Resources
Texts/Materials:
1. Google Classroom
2. Teacher Website
3. “Global Issues: Politics, Economics, and Culture – 2nd Edition” – Richard J. Payne
4. Various Primary Sources
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Kingsway Regional School District
Grade 11 / 12 – “US and World Affairs”
Unit 4: Arms Proliferation –
The Challenges of Nuclear Weapons and Conventional Arms Trafficking

Recommended Duration: 2-3 weeks (April-May)

Unit Description: In this unit, students will investigate the ongoing dangers associated with nuclear weapons. Since their development and use in the Second
World War, human civilization has lived in a world with the means to end all life on the planet. Despite numerous near misses and the known hazards of
developing nuclear weapons, global powers have not stopped their pursuit of the technology. Students will come to realize that nuclear remains less of an
issue than the dangers posed with eliminating nuclear stockpiles, radiation from Cold War era nuclear testing, and even the possibility of an accident involving
nuclear weapons. Despite nuclear weapons being the most powerful weapons, the collective number of deaths from their use pales in comparison to the
casualties of conventional arms trafficking. Students will analyze the global arms trade and how their proliferation has destabilized entire continents, such as
Africa and Southeast Asia. After examining why and how weapons are moved around the world, students will draw conclusions as to why the United Nations is
either unable, or unwilling, to stem the flow of arms.
Essential Questions

Enduring Understandings

1. Is the atomic bomb a weapon of war or a weapon of peace? Does the
threat of annihilation actually maintain the peace?

1. The atomic bomb has only been used in combat during World War II. Since that time, the atomic
bomb has not been used in war despite several near misses. It is unlikely that humans will use them
in warfare. Their destructive nature has kept balance among the global powers for about 70 years.
However, conventional proxy wars have become the norm and resulted in the deaths of millions of
people.

2. Is Murphy’s Law true – if something can go wrong, will it go wrong?
3. When, if ever, is it the responsibility of the United States and the
world to address wrongs from previous generations?

2. Murphy’s Law applies to nuclear weapons. Numerous accidents and near misses have occurred
since their inception and have nearly resulted in detonations which could kill millions of people.
Despite the danger posed and the likelihood of an accident being markedly higher than nuclear war,
nations still desire keeping them to feel more secure.

4. Who is responsible for the deaths caused by weapons – the creator,
the person pulling the trigger, or is the issue too complex for blame?

3. America tested hundreds of nuclear weapons in the Cold War but had no long term plan to assist
the victims of said testing. Our government is responsible for their current situation, but getting the
American people to push for justice is a constant struggle.
4. This is an ethical debate with no concrete answer. However, students will come to understand that
the arms trade has created instability in parts of the world in spite of international laws. As such,
students will need to examine how far our own blame extends in perpetuating arms trafficking and
the damage caused.
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Relevant Standards

Learning Goals

Content Standards:

Part 1 – Students will investigate the
continuing issues associated with
nuclear weapons proliferation with an
emphasis on rogue nuclear states and
the dangers posed from accidents.
Students will apply their research to
develop an informed opinion as to
whether or not nuclear weapon
stockpiles should be limited or banned.

Primary (Power):
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS15 - The United States has used various
methods to achieve foreign policy goals that affect the
global balance of power, national security, other
national interests, and the development of democratic
societies.
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.12.c - Evaluate how the development of
nuclear weapons by industrialized countries and
developing counties affected international relations.
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.d - Assess the impact of the arms race
and the proliferation of nuclear weapons on world
power, security, and national foreign policy.
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.5.c - Assess the impact of the
international arms race, the space race, and nuclear
proliferation on international politics from multiple
perspectives.
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.12.a - Analyze the impact of American
governmental policies on independence movements in
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and the Middle East.
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.e - Analyze the impact of United
States support for the policies and actions of the United
Nations and other international organizations.
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Part 2 – Students will investigate the
role of the United States and other
global powers in perpetuating
conventional arms trafficking around
the world, and they will analyze the
repercussions in the development of
Third World nations.

Learning Objectives
Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:
















Nuclear proliferation
Hydrogen bomb / Thermonuclear weapon
Deterrence
MAD – Mutual Assured Destruction
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963
NPT – Non-Proliferation Treaty
Rogue nuclear states
Iranian / North Korean nuclear ambitions
Iran Nuclear Deal
Goldsboro incident, 1961

Arkansas Titan II Explosion, 1980
Radioactive fallout
Radioactive waste
Runit Dome / Marshall Islands

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Core Concepts and Understandings –
Nuclear Weapons Proliferation:
Investigate the pursuit and spread of nuclear weapons from the
Cold War until the present and why nations strive to obtain
WMD’s.
Assess the efficacy of efforts made by the United States and
UN to prevent nuclear proliferation with emphasis on
modernizing nuclear arsenals and the Iran nuclear deal.

Relevant Standards

NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.a - Compare United Nations policies
and goals (i.e., the International Declaration of Human
Rights and the United Nations Millennium Development
Goals) intended to promote human rights and prevent
the violation of human rights with actions taken by the
United States.
NJSLS.6.1.12.A.15.f - Evaluate the effectiveness of
United States policies and actions in supporting the
economic and democratic growth of developing nations.
Secondary (Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says
explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant
connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from
the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text
and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events,
and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how
specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Develop an argument as to whether or not having nuclear
weapons actually keeps a country’s people safer even though
there have been numerous accidents and near misses which
could have caused unfathomable destruction.
Investigate the lingering issues of nuclear weapons testing and
development during the Cold War in present day. Special
emphasis will be placed on the Runit Dome in the Marshall
Islands which harbors vast quantities of nuclear waste
threatening to leak into the Pacific Ocean.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Core Concepts and Understandings –
Conventional Arms Trafficking:
Explain why the United States and other world
powers traffic weapons around the world despite
being members of the UN Security Council and
how these actions violate international law but
promote respective foreign policy interests.
Assess the damage down to developing nations in
the Third World as a result of arms trafficking.
Draw conclusions as to how arms trafficking
destabilizes other regions of the world but also
have effects on our own people and policies.

Relevant Standards
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes
the content and style of a text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more
texts address similar themes or topics in order to build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors
take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and
informational texts independently and proficiently with
scaffolding as needed.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough
textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response,
etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details
to develop an understanding of the text as a whole.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas,
information and/or perspective(s) presented in a
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate
summary of how key events, ideas and/or author’s
perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for
actions or events; determine which explanation best
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where
the text leaves matters uncertain.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing
how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key
term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex
primary source is structured, including how key
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text
contribute to the whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing
perspectives on the same historical event or issue by
assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s claims,
reasoning, and evidence by corroborating or challenging
them with other sources.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse
sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies
among sources.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols,
key terms, and other domain-specific words and
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or
technical context relevant to grades 11-12 texts and
topics.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author's purpose in
providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important
issues that remain unresolved.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data,
analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text,
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or
challenging conclusions with other sources of
information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory
texts, including the narration of historical events,
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize
complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each
new element builds on that which precedes it to create
a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is
most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce, share, and update writing
products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Formative Assessments
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Summative Assessments
● “Command and Control”
● Toxic Time Bomb –
The Runit Dome
● “Lord of War” – Film
Analysis

Pre-Assessment
Homework Assignments
Exit Tickets [Digital / Print]
Quiz*
Oral Questioning
Group-based test prep
Generating Test items
Hot-Seat questioning
Think-pair-share
One minute papers

Performance
Assessments
● Nuclear
Proliferation
Awareness
Poster
● Iran Nuclear
Deal
Simulation

Major Activities/ Assignments (required)
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Class Discussion
Current Events
Independent Research
Lecture
Note-Taking
Primary Source documents/Speeches & Cartoons
Small Group Work
Student Presentation
Video Response sheets

*Quizzes are eligible for retakes in US
and World Affairs.
Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex

72

ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
● Google Translate
● Resources in Native Language
● Simplified Assessment
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Quiz / Test Prep
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Enhanced Learning Goals
● Additional Reading and Resources to
Enrich Material
● One-to-One Teacher Interaction to
Further Learning
● Retakes Allow Student to Achieve Higher
Levels with no Limit

Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

ELLs [English Language Learners]
● Simplified Content
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Accept Short Answers
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
● Allow Electronic Device
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

Modifications
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

Unit Vocabulary

Essential: Nuclear proliferation, Hydrogen bomb / Thermonuclear weapon, Deterrence, MAD – Mutual Assured Destruction, Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of
1963, NPT – Non-Proliferation Treaty, Rogue nuclear states, Iranian / North Korean nuclear ambitions, Iran Nuclear Deal, Goldsboro incident – 1961,
Arkansas Titan II Explosion – 1980, Radioactive fallout, Radioactive waste, Runit Dome / Marshall Islands
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in
online courses, learning
communities, social networks or
virtual worlds to discuss a resolution
to a problem or issue.
Career Ready Practices
CRP2 - Apply appropriate academic
and technical skills.
CRP4 - Communicate clearly and
effectively and with reason.
CRP5 - Consider the environmental,
social and economic impacts of
decisions.

Integration of Technology
8.1-Educational Technology: All
students will use digital tolls to
access, manage, evaluate, and
synthesize information in order to
solve problems individually and
collaboratively and to create and
communicate knowledge.
 A - Smart Board - Classroom
collaboration of political
cartoon analysis
 A – Google Classroom –
classroom collaboration and
discussion on assigned topics
 S – YouTube videos – Various
YouTube videos to illustrate
the events of the decades

CRP6 - Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7 - Employ valid and reliable
research strategies.
CRP11 - Use technology to enhance
productivity.
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21st Century
Themes
● Global
AwarenessStudents will
address how
nuclear testing
in the Pacific has
converged with
the modern
issue of climate
change in the
Marshall Islands.
● Showcases
destruction of
arms trafficking
on the Third
World,
particularly
Africa, and how
this issue
correlates to the
spread of
diseases like
Ebola.

21st Century Skills
● Creativity and Innovation- Students will be open and
responsive to new and diverse perspectives of the time
period.
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- Students will
understand the complex choices and decisions made by
the people of the time period and be able to ponder what
decisions they would make given the circumstances.
Identify and ask significant questions that clarify various
points of view of the people and leaders of the time period.
● Communication and Collaboration- Articulate thoughts
and ideas clearly and effectively through speaking and
writing about the time period.
Assuming shared responsibility for collaborative work on
formative assessments.
● Information Literacy- Accessing information efficiently
and effectively, evaluating information critically and
competently and using information accurately and
creatively for controversy issues of the past and present.
Possessing fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal
issues surrounding the access and use of information.
● Media Literacy- Possessing fundamental understanding
of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use
of information of the time period.

Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century
Themes

21st Century Skills
● Information Literacy- Accessing information efficiently
and effectively, evaluating information critically and
competently and using information accurately and
creatively for controversy issues of the past and present.
● Flexibility and Adaptability- Adapt to varied roles and
responsibilities in the classroom and during group work.
Working effectively in a climate of ambiguity and changing
priorities throughout the school year.
● Initiative and Self Direction- Monitoring one’s own
understanding and learning needs during various
assignments in the unit.
Going beyond basic mastery of skills and/or curriculum to
explore and expand one’s own learning of the people and
events of the unit.
Utilizing time efficiently and managing workload
throughout the unit.
Demonstrating commitment to learning as a lifelong
process.
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills- Working appropriately
and productively with others on various assignments.
Bridging cultural differences and using differing
perspectives to increase innovation and the quality of work
on various group assignments.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century
Themes

21st Century Skills

● Productivity and Accountability- Setting and meeting
high standards and goals for delivering quality work on
time for various assignments.
Demonstrating diligence and a positive work ethic on
various assignments.
● Leadership and Responsibility- Using interpersonal and
problem-solving skills to influence and guide others
towards a goal during group assignments.
Leveraging strengths of others to accomplish a common
goal.
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Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Think, pair, share during lectures.
Critical thinking and comprehension questions to assess student proficiency.
Primary sources to develop student reading and writing comprehension.
Political cartoon analysis for contextual knowledge and critical thinking.
Cooperative jigsaw to investigate the origins of the development and proliferation of nuclear weapons and the current nuclear states.
Direct Instruction - Lecture to chunk critical concepts and persons.
Guided Reading
 Primary and secondary sources have guided questions to assist students in exploring key concepts.
Reading for Meaning – Writing to Inform
Mini-Lessons
 Parallel course content to current events.
Homework
 Read and analyze articles with written response
 Note Taking at home
 Watch videos and/or read articles in a flip classroom format and comment on Google Classroom/
Note Taking
 Lecture notes, interactive notebook and note making techniques
Games
 Quizzo review, Trashketball trivia and Kahoot
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Writing Practice
 Written responses to larger issues in multiple formats such as quick responses, 3 and 5 paragraph essays
 Timed response to primary sources and political cartoons to emulate PARCC preparation.
 Use multiple sources like video, pictures, political cartoons, primary and secondary sources to construct a response pertinent to PARCC preparation.

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students

ELLs [English Language Learners]

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for
Staying on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Visuals Accompany Written
Information
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes, Google Translate
Option via Google Classroom
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]
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Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying
on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Tiered assignments
● Multiple texts (leveled reading)
● Tiered Homework assignments
● Mini-lessons/Small group
instruction
● One-on-one conferences
● Oral quizzes
● Learning Stations
● Flexible grouping
● Learning Contracts
● Curriculum Compacting
● Jigsaw

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting
[assessments graded at higher
standard than homework]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

ELLs [English Language Learners]
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Shortening Assignment
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Differentiation
● Mini-lessons / Small Group
Instruction
● One-on-One Conference
● Learning Stations
● Flexible Grouping
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At-Risk Students
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting [assessments
graded at higher standard than
homework]
Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Gifted Students

Resources
Texts/Materials:
1. Website
2. Teacher Website
3. The American Republic: Since 1877
4. Various Primary Sources
5. Various videos and film clips
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Kingsway Regional School District
Grade 11 / 12 – “US and World Affairs”
Unit 5: “Challenges to American Hegemony in a Globalized World:
The Russian Federation and People’s Republic of China”

Recommended Duration: 2 Weeks (May-June)

Unit Description: In this unit, the students will investigate the challenges posed to American hegemony and domination of global affairs: the Russian
Federation and the People’s Republic of China. With regards to the Russian Federation, the unit provides a refresher on the collapse of the Soviet Union and
the formation of the Russian Federation. Russia’s role in world affairs declined in the wake of the USSR’s dissolution and became a world power looking to
maintain its predecessor’s influence. Particular emphasis will be devoted to Vladimir Putin and his quest to assert Russia in foreign affairs. The ongoing
crises in Syria, the Ukraine, and election meddling in 2016 portray Russia as a significant adversary in world affairs for America. With respect to China,
students will explore China’s evolution from a largely communist state to a quasi-capitalist state with emphasis being given towards Xi Jingping’s leadership.
China has increased its footprint in the volatile South China Sea and is looking to dominate trade in international waters and developing markets in Africa.
Given that China is the world’s largest economy with over one billion people, they have emerged as America’s primary challenger in economic dominance.
Although our economy remains stronger and inexorably linked to China’s, the competition for resources and global trade is moving to the forefront of our
mutual struggle
Essential Questions
1. How do changes to political systems impact economic activities?
2. Is the United States the only superpower in the world?
3. How does a global economy, at times, hurt and benefit the
populations of global nations?

Enduring Understandings
1. When the USSR collapsed and the socialist system proved inviable, the Russian
Federation pivoted towards capitalism. The first individuals who see opportunity in a
reformed government can create vast quantities of personal wealth while the rest of
the people limp forward for the remainder.
2. Currently, the United States remains the most powerful nation on earth. With a global
military presence and the largest economy, our policies still currently mold the
majority of world affairs. However, our status is being challenged by China and other
nations as technological capabilities grow in parity to one another.

3. Every nation’s economy is inexorably linked to one another via global trade. Although
there is tremendous benefit to nations via engaging in trade, there are members of
society victimized by outsourcing and a global economy which are typically more
beneficial for corporations.
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Relevant Standards
Content Standards:
Primary (Power):
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS12 - Cold War tensions between the United
States and communist countries resulted in conflict that
influenced domestic and foreign policy for over forty years.
NJSLS.6.1.12.CS15 - The United States has used various methods
to achieve foreign policy goals that affect the global balance of
power, national security, other national interests, and the
development of democratic societies.
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.14.a - Determine the relationship between
United States domestic and foreign policies.
NJSLS.6.1.12.C.15.b - Assess economic priorities related to
international and domestic needs, as reflected in the national
budget.
NJSLS.6.1.12.D.15.b - Compare the perspectives of other nations
and the United States regarding United States foreign policy.
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.5.e - Assess the reasons for and consequences of
the growth of communism and shift toward a market economy
in China.
NJSLS.6.2.12.B.5.b - Analyze the reasons for the Cold War and
the collapse of the Soviet Union, and evaluate the impact of
these events on changing national boundaries in Eastern Europe
and Asia.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives
Critical Vocabulary and Geography:
Define / Identify / Differentiate the Following:

The Russian Federation:
Part I - Students will
investigate the aftermath of
the Soviet Union’s collapse
and the changing nature of
the West’s relationship with
the new Russian Federation
with emphasis on Vladimir
Putin’s role in world affairs.
























Soviet Union
Mikhail Gorbachev
Boris Yeltsin
Russian Federation
Chechnya
Oligarch
Capitalism
Socialism
Vladimir Putin
Ukraine
Crimea
Black Sea
NATO
People’s Republic of China
Mao Zedong
Xi Jingping
“Socialism with Chinese Characteristics”
South China Sea
Artificial islands
Vietnam / Philippines / Thailand / Taiwan
TPP – Trans-Pacific Partnership
outsourcing

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Relevant Standards

NJSLS.6.2.12.A.5.a - Explain how and why differences in
ideologies and policies between the United States and the USSR
resulted in a cold war, the formation of new alliances (e.g.,
NATO, SEATO, Warsaw Pact), and periodic military clashes (e.g.,
Korean War, conflicts in the Middle East).
NJSLS.6.2.12.C.6.c - Assess the role government monetary
policies, central banks, international investment, and exchange
rates play in maintaining stable regional and global economies.
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.a - Evaluate the role of international
cooperation and multinational organizations in attempting to
solve global issues.
NJSLS.6.2.12.A.6.b - Analyze the relationships and tensions
between national sovereignty and global interest in matters
such as territory, economic development, use of natural
resources, and human rights.
NJSLS.6.3.12.D.2 - Analyze a current foreign policy issue by
considering current and historical perspectives, examining
strategies, and presenting possible actions.
Secondary (Supportive):
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says
explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant
connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives
The Russian Federation:

The People’s
Republic of China:
Part 1 – Students will
investigate the evolution of
China from a Maoist /
communist state to a more
capitalistic state in world
affairs, and they will draw
conclusions about the
economic challenges /
necessities of our trade
relations.

Summarize and Explain why the Soviet Union
collapsed and became the Russian Federation.
Analyze the positive and negative aspects of the end of
the “Cold War” for U.S. foreign and domestic policy.
Summarize and Explain why the Russian people were
initially hopeful for Boris Yeltsin’s presidency but
favored a return to strongman-style leadership under
Vladimir Putin.
Investigate ongoing issues between the USA and
Russia which have continued from the Cold War, such
as NATO expansion, and recent developments
complicating chances are friendly relations.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

The People’s Republic of China:

Part 2 – Students will assess
China’s expansion in the South
China Sea and how this is
creating tension with its
Asiatic neighbors.

Summarize and Explain why China transitioned away
from the communist philosophies of Mao Zedong in
favor of a more capitalist system.
Summarize and Explain the nature of economic
relations between the USA and China and how we
mutually benefit from these relations.
Investigate China’s development of artificial islands in
the South China Sea as a means to expand its influence
into international waters, but also how this is enflaming

Relevant Standards
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and
analyze their development; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas
develop and interact over the course of a text.
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices
shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the
content and style of a text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well
as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts
address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or
to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and
informational texts independently and proficiently with
scaffolding as needed.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives
tensions between Asiatic neighbors and the US.

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual
evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.), to
support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting
insights gained from specific details to develop an
understanding of the text as a whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas,
information and/or perspective(s) presented in a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the
course of the text.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or
events; determine which explanation best accords with textual
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases
as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author
uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
NJSLS.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary
source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on
the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’
claims, reasoning, and evidence.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.RH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and
evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other
sources.
NJSLS.RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources,
both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of
an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key
terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are
used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to
grades 11-12 texts and topics.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author's purpose in providing an
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an
experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain
unresolved.
NJSLS.RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and
conclusions in a science or technical text, verifying the data
when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions
with other sources of information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts,
including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Relevant Standards
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic and organize complex
ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element
builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole;
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures,
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose and audience.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce, share, and update writing products in response to
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
NJSLS.WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of disciplinespecific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Learning Goals

Learning Objectives

Formative Assessments
●
Pre-Assessment
●
Homework Assignments
●
Exit Tickets [Digital /
Print]
●
Quiz*
●
Oral Questioning
●
Group-based test prep
●
Generating Test items
●
Hot-Seat questioning
●
Think-pair-share
●
One minute papers

Summative Assessments
● Test – Russia from USSR to
Now
● Quiz – China, From
Communism to Now

Performance
Assessments
●
Vladimir
Putin Time
Magazine
Article

Major Activities/ Assignments (required)
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Class Discussion
Commercial Newspaper Ads.
Current Events
Independent Research
Lab research
Lecture
Note-Taking
Outlining
Primary Source documents/Speeches & Cartoons
Small Group Work
Student Presentation
Video Response sheets

*Quizzes are eligible for retakes
in US and World Affairs.
Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
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ELLs [English Language Learners]
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex
● Google Translate
● Resources in Native Language
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At-Risk Students
Accommodations
● Additional Time
● Vary Test Formats
● Student Choice
● Highlight Key Directions
● Pace Long-Term Projects
● Allow Retakes on Certain
Assessments
● Provide Study Guides
● Quiz / Test Prep
● Order Test Items from Least
Complex to Most Complex

Gifted Students
Accommodations/Differentiation
● Enhanced Learning Goals
● Additional Reading and Resources to
Enrich Material
● One-to-One Teacher Interaction to
Further Learning
● Retakes Allow Student to Achieve
Higher Levels with no Limit

Possible Assessment Modifications /Accommodations
Special Education Students
Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment

ELLs [English Language Learners]
● Simplified Assessment
● Simplified Content

Modifications
● Oral Testing
● Accept Short Answers
Differentiation
● Choice Format / Alternative
● Extra Practice
Assessment
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments ● Allow Electronic Device
● Choice Menu
Differentiation
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other
● Extra Practice
Study Aids
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Tiered Homework
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Tiered Assessments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids

At-Risk Students
Modifications
● Choice Format / Alternative
Assessment
Differentiation
● Extra Practice
● One-to-One Tutoring
● Varied Homework Assignments
● Choice Menu
● RAFT
● Provided Visuals and Other Study
Aids
● Tiered Homework
● Tiered Assessments

Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Think, pair, share during lectures.
Critical thinking and comprehension questions to assess student proficiency.
Primary sources to develop student reading and writing comprehension.
Political cartoon analysis for contextual knowledge and critical thinking.
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Gifted Students

Instructional Strategies (refer to Robert Marzano’s 41 Elements)
Direct Instruction - Lecture to chunk critical concepts and persons.
Guided Reading
 Primary and secondary sources have guided questions to assist students in exploring key concepts.
Reading for Meaning – Writing to Inform
Graphic Organizers
 Venn Diagrams comparing decades to decades
 Causes and effects of Presidential intervention within the time period.
Mini-Lessons
 Parallel course content to current events.
Homework
 Read and analyze articles with written response
 Note Taking at home
 Watch videos and/or read articles in a flip classroom format and comment on Google Classroom/

Note Taking
 Lecture notes, interactive notebook and note making techniques such as creating a multi-genre presentation that showcase the evolution of our
relationship with Russia and China.
Games
 Quizzo review, Trashketball trivia and Kahoot
Writing Practice
 Written responses to larger issues in multiple formats such as quick responses, 3 and 5 paragraph essays
 Timed response to primary sources and political cartoons to emulate PARCC preparation.
 Use multiple sources like video, pictures, political cartoons, primary and secondary sources to construct a response pertinent to PARCC preparation.
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Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students

ELLs [English Language
Learners]

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations with
Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for Staying on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or Sloppy
Handwriting [assessments graded at
higher standard than homework]

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Visuals Accompany Written
Information
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for
Assignments
● Guided Notes, Google
Translate Option via Google
Classroom
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory
Presentations with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Verbal and Visual Cues for
Staying on Task
● Adjusted Assignment
Timelines
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
or Sloppy Handwriting
[assessments graded at
higher standard than
homework]

Accommodations/Differentiation
● Tiered assignments
● Multiple texts (leveled reading)
● Tiered Homework assignments
● Mini-lessons/Small group
instruction
● One-on-one conferences
● Oral quizzes
● Learning Stations
● Flexible grouping
● Learning Contracts
● Curriculum Compacting
● Jigsaw

Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity

Modifications
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty
and Complexity

Accommodations
● Graphic Organizers
● Preferential Seating
● Review Sessions
● Textbooks for At-Home Use
● Additional Time for Assignments
● Guided Notes
● Copies of Notes Provided
● Support Auditory Presentations
with Visuals
● Hands-On Activities
● Use of Manipulations
● Establish Classroom Rules and
Procedures
● Alternate Quiet and Active Time
● Teach Time Management Skills
● Verbal and Visual Cues for
Staying on Task
● Adjusted Assignment Timelines
● Immediate Feedback
● Work-In-Progress Check
● Personalized Examples
● No Penalty for Spelling Errors or
Sloppy Handwriting
[assessments graded at higher
standard than homework]
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Modifications

Possible Instructional Modifications/Accommodations/Differentiation
Special Education Students
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing for an
essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written Products
● Modified Grading
Differentiation
● Mini-lessons / Small Group Instruction
● One-on-One Conference
● Learning Stations
● Flexible Grouping

ELLs [English Language
Learners]
● Shortening Assignment
● Reworded Questions /
Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

At-Risk Students

Gifted Students

● No Penalty for Spelling Errors
● Change of Level of Difficulty and
Complexity
● Read Passages Aloud
● Shortening Assignment
● Allow outlining, instead of writing
for an essay or major project
● Reworded Questions / Problems
● Projects Instead of Written
Products
● Modified Grading

Unit Vocabulary
Essential: Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan, Berlin Wall, Russian Federation, NATO, Ukraine, Crimean Peninsula, Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir
Putin, Chechnya, Mao Zedong, People’s Republic of China, South China Sea, Xi Jingping, South China Sea, Tiananmen Square
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)
Interdisciplinary:
Technology
NJSLS.TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate
in online courses, learning
communities, social networks or
virtual worlds to discuss a
resolution to a problem or issue.
Career Ready Practices
CRP2 - Apply appropriate academic
and technical skills.
CRP4 - Communicate clearly and
effectively and with reason.
CRP5 - Consider the
environmental, social and
economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6 - Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7 - Employ valid and reliable
research strategies.
CRP11 - Use technology to
enhance productivity.

Integration of Technology
8.1-Educational Technology: All
students will use digital tolls to
access, manage, evaluate, and
synthesize information in order to
solve problems individually and
collaboratively and to create and
communicate knowledge.
 A - Smart Board - Classroom
collaboration of political
cartoon analysis
 A – Google Classroom –
classroom collaboration and
discussion on assigned topics
 S – YouTube videos – Various
YouTube videos to illustrate
the events of the decades

21st Century Themes
● Global AwarenessStudents will address
how the end and
aftermath of Cold War
issues effective the
time period, as well as
the present.

21st Century Skills
● Creativity and Innovation- Students will be open
and responsive to new and diverse perspectives of
the time period.
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- Students
will understand the complex choices and decisions
made by the people of the time period and be able
to ponder what decisions they would make given
the circumstances.
Identify and ask significant questions that clarify
various points of view of the people and leaders of
the time period.
● Communication and Collaboration- Articulate
thoughts and ideas clearly and effectively through
speaking and writing about the time period.
Assuming shared responsibility for collaborative
work on formative assessments.
● Information Literacy- Accessing information
efficiently and effectively, evaluating information
critically and competently and using information
accurately and creatively for controversy issues of
the past and present.
Possessing fundamental understanding of the
ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use
of information.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills
● Media Literacy- Possessing fundamental
understanding of the ethical/legal issues
surrounding the access and use of information of
the time period.
● Information Literacy- Accessing information
efficiently and effectively, evaluating information
critically and competently and using information
accurately and creatively for controversy issues of
the past and present.
● Flexibility and Adaptability- Adapt to varied roles
and responsibilities in the classroom and during
group work.
Working effectively in a climate of ambiguity and
changing priorities throughout the school year.
● Initiative and Self Direction- Monitoring one’s
own understanding and learning needs during
various assignments in the unit.
Going beyond basic mastery of skills and/or
curriculum to explore and expand one’s own
learning of the people and events of the unit.
Utilizing time efficiently and managing workload
throughout the unit.
Demonstrating commitment to learning as a lifelong
process.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
(Applicable Standards)

Integration of Technology

21st Century Themes

21st Century Skills

● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills- Working
appropriately and productively with others on
various assignments.
Bridging cultural differences and using differing
perspectives to increase innovation and the quality
of work on various group assignments.
● Productivity and Accountability- Setting and
meeting high standards and goals for delivering
quality work on time for various assignments.
Demonstrating diligence and a positive work ethic
on various assignments.
● Leadership and Responsibility- Using
interpersonal and problem-solving skills to
influence and guide others towards a goal during
group assignments.

Resources
Texts/Materials:
1. Google Classroom
2. Mao’s “Little Red Book”
3. TIME Magazine / Forbes Magazine Articles on Vladimir Putin
4. The American Republic: Since 1877
5. Various Primary Sources
6. Various videos and film clips
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