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ABSTRACT
Journalism is an English elective course offered to students in grades 9-11. The course will provide students with an introduction to the basics of journalistic theory
and skills. Students will engage in a variety of oral, listening, and written activities directly related to journalism. Through such activities, students will not only
develop the skills of a journalist, they will also improve their communication and writing skills. Instruction will focus both on introducing the journalistic
competencies necessary for the publication of a newspaper and on fostering the development of these competencies in the students.
After studying the history and significance of the media (with emphasis on print media) as well as current trends, students will explore a variety of journalistic
styles and methods. Students will then apply this knowledge as they prepare for and conduct interviews and write news stories, feature stories, editorials, and
reviews and sports’ stories. Course activities will also foster the development of critical thinking skills as students, working in a collaborative environment, will
develop the confidence and skills necessary to critique their own work as well as that of their peers. Finally, students will become proficient users of computer
technology that will assist in graphic layout and design.
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Proficiencies and Pacing Guide:
Course Title: Journalism
Prerequisite(s): None
Unit Title:
Unit 1: News Then and
Now

Duration/
Month(s)
3 Weeks
September

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

Subject Area:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and
formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.

•

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.

•

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
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The students will be able to
understand the importance of
the First Amendment and how
it is used in print or broadcast
journalism in order to
evaluate news and what
makes something
newsworthy. (Ongoing)
The students will be able to
create a written, digital or
multi-media project of their
choice that demonstrates
their knowledge of the First
Amendment. And its
relevance and importance in
journalism. (Two Weeks)

Topics and Skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The First Amendment
Freedom of the Press
Evaluating and critiquing
newspapers and broadcasts for
First Amendment and ethics.
Defining and applying ethics in
journalism- “Journalist’s Creed”
Freedom of Speech/Press Court
Cases
Protected and Unprotected
Speech
AP Style Guide-Purpose and uses

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and
participate effectively in a
range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’
ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and
evaluate information
presented in diverse media
and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and
orally.
NJSLSA.SL4. Present
information, findings, and
supporting evidence such
that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the
organization, development,
and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic
use of digital media and
visual displays of data to
express information and
enhance understanding of
presentations
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or
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Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
Interdisciplinary:
Social Studies:
6.1.12.A.14.b
Analyze how the Supreme
Court has interpreted the
Constitution to define the
rights of the individual, and
evaluate the impact on
public policies.
6.1.12.A.14.f
Determine the extent to
which nongovernmental
organizations, special
interest groups, third party
political groups, and the
media affect public policy.
6.1.12.A.16.a
Examine the impact of media
and technology on political
and social issues in a global
society.
Technology
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the
appropriate digital tools and
resources to accomplish a
variety of tasks including
solving problems.
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Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

8.1.2.D.1 Develop an
understanding of ownership
of print and nonprint
information.
Unit 2:
Interviews

2-3 weeks
October

Subject Area:
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and
participate effectively in a
range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’
ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.

•

•

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and
evaluate information
presented in diverse media
and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and
orally.

The students will be able to
identify and apply the steps of
the interview process by
evaluating broadcast and live
interviews and conducting
their interviews. (ONGOING)
The students will be able to
write a personality profile
based on the responses from
conducted interviews.
(2 weeks)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a
speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of
evidence and rhetoric.
NJSLSA.SL4. Present
information, findings, and
supporting evidence such
that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the
organization, development,
and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
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Defining and evaluating the
interview process
Writing open-ended questions
for an interview
Evaluating open-ended
questions.
Planning an interview and
researching an interviewee
Conducting an interview
Selecting information from
interviews to write a profile
Evaluating self and peer profiles
by using a rubric
AP Style Guide-Purpose and
uses

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic
use of digital media and
visual displays of data to
express information and
enhance understanding of
presentations.
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to
a variety of contexts and
communicative tasks,
demonstrating command of
formal English when
indicated or appropriate.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or
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Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
Interdisciplinary
Technology:
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a
variety of search tools and
filters in professional public
databases to find
information to solve a real
world problem.
College and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical
skills.. CRP4. Communicate
clearly and effectively and
with reason. CRP5. Consider
the environmental, social
and economic impacts of
decisions. CRP6.
Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7. Employ valid and
reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking
to make sense of problems
and persevere in solving
them.
CRP9. Model integrity,
ethical leadership and
effective management.

7

Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Unit 3: Newsworthy

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

5 weeks

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and
formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.

NovemberDecember

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural
global competence.
•

•

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and
participate effectively in a
range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’
ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.W2. Write
informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and
information clearly and
accurately through the
effective selection,
organization, and analysis of

•
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The students will be able to
determine what is
newsworthy and why it is
newsworthy. ( 1 week)
The students will use their
knowledge of how to write a
news article to write an article
on a selected newsworthy
topic. (2 weeks/ongoing)
The students will use their
knowledge of writing news
articles to evaluate
mainstream media news as
well as their own and peer
news articles.
(1 week/ongoing)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identifying terms that apply to
newsworthiness and applying
them.
The Inverted Pyramid
Headlines and leads
The Five Ws and the H.
Writing good interview
questions.
Planning and conducting
Interviews.
Writing and Evaluating
headlines and lead sentences.
Using rubrics to evaluate news
articles.
AP Style Guide-Purpose and
uses.

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or
speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
Interdisciplinary
Technology:
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a
variety of search tools and
filters in professional public
databases to find
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Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Unit 4: Opinion articles,
Broadcasts and Political
Cartoons

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

information to solve a real
world problem.
content.
College and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly
and effectively and with
reason. CRP5. Consider the
environmental, social and
economic impacts of
decisions.
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity
and innovation.
CRP7. Employ valid and
reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking
to make sense of problems
and persevere in solving
them.
CRP9. Model integrity,
ethical leadership and
effective management.
CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural
global competence.

Four weeks
Subject Area:
January/February NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words
and phrases as they are used
in a text, including
determining technical,
connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how

•
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The students will be able to
identify and
compare/contrast opinion
articles that include
viewpoints, columns,

•

Identifying types of opinion
articles and their purposes.

•

Researching and writing an
opinion piece on a school or
community issue.

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

specific word choices shape
meaning or tone.

editorials and reviews. (1
week/ongoing)

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the
structure of texts, including
how specific sentences,
paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text (e.g., a
section, chapter, scene, or
stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.

•

•

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point
of view or purpose shapes
the content and style of a
text.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and
formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and
participate effectively in a
range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse
partners, building on others’
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The students will be able to
demonstrate the process of
evaluating and writing opinion
pieces by writing editorials
and viewpoints (2 weeks)
The students will critique and
write reviews of films, books,
music, video games or
restaurants with which they
have knowledge or
experience. (2 weeks)

Topics and Skills:
•

Identifying and writing the parts
of an editorial.

•

Identifying parts of a film,
music, book, or restaurant
review.

•

Evaluating, and understanding
the purpose and meaning of
political cartoons.

•

Writing and evaluating reviews.

•

AP Style Guide-Purpose and
uses

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments
to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics
or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.

Unit 5: Feature articles

Four- Five weeks
February-March

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and
formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and

•
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The students will demonstrate
a knowledge of the general
format for writing feature
articles by learning about the
different types, evaluating
mainstream and scholastic
feature articles, so they can

•
•
•

Identifying types of feature
articles.
Evaluating mainstream and
peer feature spreads and
articles using rubrics.
Planning and conducting
Interviews.

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.
NJSLSA.W2. Write
informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and
information clearly and
accurately through the
effective selection,
organization, and analysis of
content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.

•

research and write their own
in-depth features (4 weeks)

•

The students will demonstrate
an understanding of designing
a newspaper spread by
identifying the elements of
mainstream and scholastic
feature spreads and designing
and publishing their own
feature spread. (2 weeks)

•

•
•
•
•

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English grammar

Topics and Skills:
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Using websites and databases
to find and cite research for
articles.
Creating surveys and polls,
distributing them and creating
articles or graphs that
demonstrate results of surveys.
Writing a mainbar and sidebars
for a feature spread.
Identifying and labeling parts of
a spread.
Designing a feature spread
using knowledge of graphic
design.
AP Style Guide-Purpose and
uses

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

and usage when writing or
speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
Interdisciplinary
Technology:
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a
variety of search tools and
filters in professional public
databases to find
information to solve a real
world problem.
College and Career
CRP2. Apply appropriate
academic and technical skills.
CRP4. Communicate clearly
and effectively and with
reason. CRP5. Consider the
environmental, social and
economic impacts of
decisions. CRP6.
Demonstrate creativity and
innovation.
CRP7. Employ valid and
reliable research strategies.
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking
to make sense of problems
and persevere in solving
them.
CRP9. Model integrity,
ethical leadership and
effective management.
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Topics and Skills:

Unit Title:

Unit 6: Sports Articles
and Broadcasts

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Four –Five
Weeks
April-May

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and
formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

CRP11. Use technology to
enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in
teams while using cultural
global competence.
•

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

NJSLSA.W2. Write
informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and
information clearly and
accurately through the
effective selection,
organization, and analysis of
content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear
and coherent writing in which
the
development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose,
and audience.

The students will learn about
the different types of sports
articles and use this
knowledge to write different
types of sports articles on a
selected school sport. ( 3
weeks)
The students will be able to
write a personality profile
based on the responses from
conducted interviews for their
sport. (2 weeks)

•
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Identifying types of sports
articles.
Evaluating mainstream and
peer sports articles using
rubrics.
Planning and conducting
Interviews.
Using sports’ websites to find
examine statistics for sports’
articles.
Writing at least two different
types of sports’ articles.
AP Style Guide-Purpose and
uses for sports.
Evaluating and writing effective
leads and headlines for sports’
articles.

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

Topics and Skills:

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and
strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology,
including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing
and
to
interact
and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or
speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate
command of the conventions
of standard English
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
Interdisciplinary
Technology:
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a
variety of search tools and
filters in professional public
databases to find
information to solve a real
world problem.
Unit 7: Photojournalism

Two-Three
weeks
May-June

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and
evaluate content presented
in diverse media and

•
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The students will demonstrate
a knowledge of the general

•
•

Elements of photocomposition
Rules for taking photographs

Unit Title:

Duration/
Month(s)

Related Standards:

Learning Goals:

formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and
evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text,
including the validity of the
reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of
the evidence.

•

Interdisciplinary
Visual and Performing Arts
1.4.8.B.2. Differentiate
among basic formal
structures and technical
proficiency of artists in works
of dance, music, theatre, and
visual art.
1.4.12.B.2. Evaluate how an
artist’s technical proficiency
may affect the creation or
presentation of a work of
art, as well as how the
context in which a work is
performed or shown may
impact perceptions of its
significance/meaning.
Technology
8.1.P.B.1 Create a story
about a picture taken by the
student on a digital camera
or mobile device.
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elements of
photocomposition by
analyzing photographs and
evaluating famous and
scholastic photographs. (1 -2
week)
The students will demonstrate
a basic knowledge of taking
different photographs and
photo composition by using
digital cameras to take
photographs for a photo essay
that they design and create ( 1
week)

Topics and Skills:
•
•
•

Evaluating and presenting
information on a famous
photograph.
Types of photographs
Taking photographs with a
digital camera and selecting
best photographs for a photo
essay.

Unit 1: News Then and Now

Recommended Duration: [Three- four weeks]

Unit Description: In this unit students will learn the definition, past and present of journalism and study the importance of good journalists and journalism in
defending and protecting the First Amendment rights of every American. The students will discuss their views of journalism, receive different definitions and
view/read from media sources that are reputable. Students will learn the First Amendment and its relation to good journalism and complete a project that
demonstrates their knowledge of the First Amendment and journalism history. This project is open to student choices of videos, surveys with written results, a
diorama, an A-Z presentation or a student determined project with teacher approval. Students will also be paired in face-off presentations on Wednesdays and
Fridays for reporting on the most current Weird News or Freaky news throughout Semester 1. Their peers will evaluate the quality of their presentation and who
reports the weirdest or freakiest news (school appropriate) the best.
Essential Questions:

Enduring Understandings:

1. What is journalism and what role do journalists play in today’s
society? How does this compare to their role in the past?

1. In order to understand the value of journalism, students need to understand
why media was important in helping to establish this country in the
beginning and the role it still plays in shaping American views.

2. Why is media important in society? How do different forms of
media influence society?

2. Understanding the different forms media takes in influencing Americans is
crucial to understanding the importance of journalism.

3. How do journalists defend the First Amendment? Americans?

3. Understanding the role of The First Amendment which includes Freedom of
the Press and how journalists defend this Amendment is crucial to
understanding the value and necessity of the American media.

4. What is good journalism?

4. Understanding that not all media can be deemed good journalism and
understanding what defines good journalism is a necessary skill for anyone
to understand and critique media.

5. What role does the Associated Press Style Guide play in assisting
people in being good journalists?

5. Understanding that good journalism requires using a certain writing style for
consistency, political correctness, ethics, and grammatical standards is
necessary for anyone studying journalism or planning to be a journalist.
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Relevant Standards:
Subject Area:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate
effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence such that listeners can
follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media
and visual displays of data to express
information and enhance understanding of
presentations

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

•

The students will be able to understand
the
importance
of
the
First
Amendment and how it is used in print or
broadcast journalism in order to evaluate
news and what makes something
newsworthy.

•

The students will be able to create a
project
that
demonstrates
their
knowledge of the First Amendment. And
its relevance and importance in
journalism.

19

1. Students will take a pre-assessment on journalism
knowledge to demonstrate prior knowledge.
2. Students will participate in several activities
about the First Amendment., as well as view a
power-point about its importance to understand
its importance.
3. Students will identify articles and places in print,
online and broadcast journalism that refer to the
First Amendment.
4. Students will participate in group work activity
using the media center databases to understand
and present information on famous First
Amendment cases.
5. Students will use the Associated Press Style Guide
to complete exercises in grammar, political
correctness, ethics, and consistency.
6. Students will present information learned about
First Amendment cases in groups.
7. Students will complete and present a project on
the First Amendment.
8. Students will research, write a brief summary and
present Freaky/Weird News stories which their
peers will evaluate for most freaky or weird news
over the course of Semester 1.

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Formative Assessments
• Quiz on First Amendment
notes and journalism history
notes.
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries
• Completed worksheets
identifying news clippings
and how they address the
First Amendment
.

Summative Assessments:
First Amendment Project

Performance Assessments:
Group presentation on First
Amendment case
Presentation of project

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
 Give extra time
 Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in advance
• Provide study guide
• Vary essay lengths
• Highlight key directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
essay
Modifications
• Oral testing only if necessary

Accommodations
• Read directions aloud
• Simplify language
• If possible, use native language for
directions
• Highlight/underline key words
• Provide study guide
• Give simple step by step directions
Allow re-takes of secondary
assignments
Modifications
• Accept short answers
• Choice of test format

Accommodations
 Give extra time
 Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in advance
• Provide study guides
• Vary essay lengths
• Highlight key directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
essays
Differentiation
• Enhanced directions
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
First Amendment project (video, survey
and written essay on results, essay, )

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of essay topic
• Choice of questions answered for
supportive assessments
• Tiered assessments

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Advanced Learners
• Tiered classwork/homework
Differentiation
Differentiation
• Choice with writing topics
• Enhanced directions
• Enhanced directions
• Choice of questions on supportive
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Tiered and/or shortened
assessments
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments
• Choice of questions answered on
Choice of project on First
supportive assessments
Amendment.
Instructional Strategies:
Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Advanced Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise
• Outlines and graphic organizers
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes
• Online assignments and hand• Student choice in topics
partial credit
for partial credit
outs available in Google docs
• Tiered assignments
• Outlines and graphic organizers
• Visual Charts/ cues
or classroom
• Critique student work on Google
• Online text available in Google docs • Use manipulatives
• Preferential seating
docs
or classroom
• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Review games/ sessions like
• One-on-one
discussions
of
• Audio text online and in class as
Kahoot
project thesis and elements
• Graphic organizers
needed
• Concrete examples
•  Small group instruction during
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Preferential seating
peer editing of projects
• Extended time on assignments
• Additional time on
• Provide technology for writing
• assignments
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• Review games/ sessions like
Kahoot
• Concrete examples
• Extended time on assignments
• Provide technology for writing
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on reading
Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

• Daily learning objectives displayed
visually
• Word walls
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on quizzes

•
•
•
•

• Modifications
• Shortening assignment/altering
complexity
• Reword questions or prompts
• Allow outlining

Modifications
Read passages aloud
Shorten assignments
Enlarge and highlight text if
needed

• Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

• Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice of topics
• One-on-one conference

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: First Amendment, Print Journalism, Broadcast Journalism, Hazlewood v. Kulmeir, Tinker v. Desmoines, Protected Speech, Unprotected Speech,
sunshine Laws, libel, slander, copyright, hate speech, symbolic speech, censorship, Associated Press Style Guide
Non-Essential: Texas v. Johnson
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Social Studies: 6.1.4.A.2 .; 6.1.12.A.14.b
6.1.12.A.14.f; 6.1.12.A.16.a; 6.3.4.A.1
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1; 8.1.2.D.1

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

1. Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each

__X__ Global Awareness

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
learned information in a project.

__X__ Civic Literacy
____ Financial, Economic, Business,
& Entrepreneurial Literacy
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__X__ Media Literacy
Students learn history of journalism and
present effects on the public.

Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.

____ Health Literacy

__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must determine how
journalism/journalists defend American
rights and the role they play as the Fourth
Estate

2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review journalism terms.
3. Videos
S- Students will view and
discuss YouTube videos on The
First Amendment.

__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students will survey peers and teachers
and discuss responses in groups and
independently in a project.

4. Digital Project possibility
R- Students collaborate to show
their understanding of the First
Amendment and how it is used in
media. Students create a digital
product of their choice: a video, a
Google Presentation, a Prezi, a
Padlet, etc. Students then share
their presentation with the class
and receive feedback on their
Project. Students then continue to
edit the product to contain
feedback and differing opinions
from their classmates

Resources:
Texts/Materials: AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
First Amendment Project Instructions and rubric
Freaky/Weird News Rubric
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Resources:
Power-point notes on Journalism history and First Amendment
Media Center data bases
First Amendment Rap- YouTube video
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
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Unit 2: Interviews

Recommended Duration: [Three weeks]

Unit Description: The students will begin the unit writing and discussing experience they already have with being interviewed or interviewing others. The students
will then view a mock teacher interview and several professional interviewers in clips from talk /news shows. They will get power-point notes on the art of the
interview, take a quiz on the interview process and then write, critique and revise their interview questions to ensure they are open-ended. Students will then make
an appointment to interview a student, teacher or coach in the school to interview. They will then use their interview questions to write an Interview profile.
Essential Questions:

Enduring Understandings:

1. What are open-ended questions and why are they needed in an
interview to write good articles and profiles?
2. What are the steps used to plan conduct a good interview? What
could happen if these steps are not followed?
3. How can interview question responses be used to write profiles?
4. Why are interview skills necessary in life?
5. What is the value of face-to-face interviews?

Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate
effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence such that listeners can
follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media
and visual displays of data to express

1. Open-ended questions in interviews allow for honest, detailed and thorough
responses from people interviewed. Journalists need to understand this in
order to get valuable information for stories.
2. The process for an interview has specific steps that will allow the interviewer
to make his/her subject comfortable enough to give honest, reliable, and
detailed responses. When followed correctly the distrust of media declines.
3. Interview skills are beneficial to learn from real life as they increase verbal
communication skills in a world driven by a faceless and cowardly social
media.

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will develop a general knowledge
of interviewing and apply their knowledge
of the steps to one-two real interviews.
2. Students will demonstrate their efficiency
at interviewing by taking good notes and
listening intently in order to compile
enough information from their subject to
write an interview profile.
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1. Students will pre-write about interviews and take
notes on interviews to develop an understanding
of the process.
2. Students will observe and evaluate a mock
interview of their teacher interviewing a student
and clips of broadcast interviews from famous
talk shows to demonstrate understanding of
interview process.
3. Students will write good interview questions and
work with a peer to evaluate if the questions are
open-ended enough for an interview.
4. Students will use Google docs to type up
interview notes and create an interview profile
story based on their questions.
5. Students will draft, revise, edit, peer-edit and
evaluate profiles in Google docs.
6. Students will use the Associated Press Style Guide

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

information and enhance understanding of
presentations.
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and communicative tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.

to complete exercises in grammar, political
correctness, ethics, and consistency.
7. Students will research, write a brief summary and
present Freaky/Weird News stories which their
peers will evaluate for most freaky or weird news
over the course of Semester 1.

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Formative Assessments
• Quiz on Interview process.
• Recording notes in their
journals from club advisers
and coaches for clubs and
sports they have been
assigned to follow
throughout the semester.
• Drafts of Interview questions
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries

Summative Assessments:
• Completed Interview and
written profile using
interview responses

Performance Assessments:
• Interview
• Oral presentation of
weird/freaky news story
(Ongoing on Wednesdays and
Fridays during 1st Semester)
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
• Written profile based on
interview(s)

Formative Assessments
• Worksheets on active voice
and rambling sentences
• Evaluation of peer questions
• Evaluation/critique of peer
profile
• Interviewee feedback sheet
• Weird News assignment
Notes from interview(s)

Summative Assessments:

Performance Assessments:

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
 Give extra time
 Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in advance
• Provide study guide
• Vary essay lengths
• Highlight key directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
essay
Modifications
• Oral testing only if necessary
Teacher will be present at interview if
he/she can.
Allow partner for interview
Differentiation
• Enhanced directions
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments

Accommodations
• Read directions aloud; model an
interview for them
• Simplify language
• If possible, use native language for
directions
• Highlight/underline key words
• Provide study guide
• Give simple step by step directions
Allow re-takes of secondary
assignments

Modifications
• Accept short answers or shorter
profile allow use of family member
or friend that speaks same language
Differentiation
• Enhanced directions
• Tiered and/or shortened
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics/subjects
to interview

Accommodations
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in
advance
• Provide study guides
• Vary essay lengths
• Highlight key directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
essays
•
Differentiation
• Enhanced directions
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice of questions on supportive
assessments
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of interview subjectadministration preferred
• Choice of questions used for interview
• Tiered assessments

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
• Choice with writing topics/subjects
• Choice of questions answered on
to interview
supportive assessments

Advanced Learners

Instructional Strategies:
Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise
• Outlines and graphic organizers
essays comprehension quizzes
essays and comprehension
• Online assignments and handfor partial credit
quizzes for partial credit
outs available in Google docs or
• Outlines and graphic organizers
• Visual Charts/ cues
classroom
• Teacher modeling of interview
• Use manipulatives
• Preferential seating
• Audio text online and in class as
• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Review games/ sessions like
needed
Kahoot
• Graphic organizers
• Preferential seating
• Concrete examples
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Review games/ sessions like
• Extended time on assignments
• Additional time on
Kahoot
• Provide technology for writing
• assignments
• Concrete examples
• Teacher modeling of interview
Modifications
• Extended time on assignments
• Daily learning objectives
• Read passages aloud
• Provide technology for writing
displayed visually
• Shorten assignments
• Allow students to correct wrong
• Word walls
• Enlarge and highlight text if
answers on reading
• Allow students to correct wrong
needed
• Modifications
answers on quizzes
• Read passages aloud
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Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
• Student choice in topics
• Tiered assignments
• Critique student work on Google
docs
• One-on-one discussions of project
thesis and elements
• Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects

• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if
needed
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Modifications
• Shortening assignment/altering
complexity
• Reword questions or prompts
• Allow outlining
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice of topics
• One-on-one conference
• Flexible grouping

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: Interviewer, Interviewee, Ice Breakers, Research, Bomb Question, Open-ended questions and responses, follow-up questions, eye contact, note
taking, Skype, profile, professionalism, Q and A article, 5 Ws and H, Works Cited, Partial quote, exact quote, paraphrase of quote, attribution, gestures
Non-Essential:
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1; 8.1.2.D.1
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.
CRP12.

Integration of Technology:
1. Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each
other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.
2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review journalism terms.
3. Videos

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

_X__ Global Awareness
Online news with hourly updates
connects all people.
Weird news articles

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
learned information in a project.
__X__ Media Literacy
Students learn history of journalism and
present effects on the public.
__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must determine when to
interview, what to ask and how to use this
information in a profile
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Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

S- Students will view and
discuss YouTube videos on
interviewing skills.
4. Digital Project possibility
R- Students create an article of
their own using Google docs base
on questions from interview. They
select the format of article.

21st Century Skills:
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students must schedule an interview and
interview a person. They must also
critique each other and revise and edit
questions and profiles based on peer
evaluations.

Resources:
Texts/Materials: AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Interview power-point and study guide
Freaky/Weird News Rubric
Sample interviews (you-tube and teacher model)
Profile Project Instructions and rubric
Worksheets on rambling sentences and active voice
Student profiles for peer-evaluation
Media Center data bases
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
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Unit 3: Newsworthy

Recommended Duration: [five weeks]

Unit Description: In this unit, the students will first define news and what makes something newsworthy. They will look at various news articles and explain why
they think the editor included the articles in the papers. They will then take notes on the terms for what makes something newsworthy and how to write a good
news articles using the inverted pyramid. Students will then use the information they have learned about newswriting to act as a news staff and come up with a
list of newsworthy ides for Kingsway. They will prioritize the list and rank order the ideas. Students will then choose topics from the final student list and brainstorm
ideas for who to interview and how to write the article. Students will then write interview questions for at least three people, conduct interviews and then use the
responses from these interviews to write an article using inverted pyramid format. Students will end the unit by viewing the film All the President’s Men to gain an
understanding of what reporter’s go through when doing on going in-depth news writing.
Essential Questions:

Enduring Understandings:

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is news? How is it different than opinions?
1. Understanding the difference between news with facts and offering opinion is
What makes something newsworthy?
crucial to writing honest, truthful articles.
How do you write an affective lead?
2. Knowing how to test information for newsworthiness is key to making sure
How does one tell the difference between fake news and true
material is read, viewed and heard.
news?
3. The first sentence of a broadcast or print article is crucial in capturing the
audience.
5. What does it mean to be a responsible journalist?
4. Understanding credibility of writers by use of facts and good sources is crucial to
6. How does bias affect the news?
being a good journalist.
5. People have a right to read and hear all sides of a story told in an accurate,
unbiased manner and person’s interviewed deserve respect and fairness when
being quoted.
6. Bias takes honesty out of reporting and leads audiences that are naïve in a
direction away from the truth.
Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

1. The students will be able to determine
what is newsworthy and why it is
newsworthy.
2. The students will use their knowledge of
how to write a news article to write an
article on a selected newsworthy topic.
31

1. The students will take notes on what makes
writing newsworthy.
2. The students will identify news articles in papers
for newsworthiness using newsworthy terms.
3. The students will take a quiz on newsworthy
terms by matching terms to definitions and
applying those terms to news articles.
4. The students will brainstorm a news topics list

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate
effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively.
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

The students will use their knowledge of writing
news articles to evaluate mainstream media news
as well as their own and peer news articles.

Formative Assessments
• Quizzes on Newsworthiness
and news writing process.
• Recording notes in their
journals from club advisers
and coaches for clubs and
sports they have been

Summative Assessments:
• Final News article
• Summative Assessment 1

Learning Objectives:

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

and rank-order them using the newsworthy
guidelines they have learned.
Students will take notes writing a news article.
Students will label parts of a news article using
inverted pyramid graphic organizers.
The students will select topics from a list of
Kingsway audience newsworthy topics and draft
interview questions for various people they will
need to interview to write an effective news
article on this topic.
The students will conduct interviews with people
in the school community in order to write their
news articles.
The students will use interview notes to draft,
revise, edit, and type a news article in Google.
The students will evaluate their own news articles
and peer news articles for effectiveness using a
news article rubric.
The students will learn how to write effective
leads and headlines and create their own for their
news articles.
The students will view, answer questions, and
discuss the film All the President’s Men
The students will begin researching a career in or
related to journalism for a 2nd semester project.
The students will present and evaluate

Performance Assessments:
• Weird News presentation to
class
• News Article
Choice of school activity article,
school event article, school
academics article
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
• Interviewing school community
members for their news articles
• Class Interview with
administrative staff

Formative Assessments
assigned to follow
throughout the semester.
• Drafts of Interview questions
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries
• Worksheets on identifying
and writing news leads,
headlines and attributing
quotes
• Evaluation of peer questions
• Evaluation/critique of news
article, broadcast, and peer
article
• Interviewee feedback sheet
• Weird News assignment
• Notes from interview(s)
Worksheets and/or quiz on film All
The President’s Men

Summative Assessments:

Performance Assessments:

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Simplify language
• Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in advance
• Give written instructions in advance • If possible, use native language for
directions
• Provide study guides
• Provide study guide
• Highlight/underline key words
• Vary essay lengths
• Vary essay lengths
• Provide study guide
• Highlight key directions
• Highlight key directions
• Give simple step by step directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
assessments
Allow re-takes of secondary
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
assignments
essays
essay
Differentiation
Modifications
Modifications
• Enhanced directions
• Oral testing only if necessary
• Accept short answers
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Choice of test format
Differentiation
• Choice with writing topics
• Enhanced directions
• Choice of questions on supportive
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of essay topic
• Choice of questions answered for
supportive assessments
• Tiered assessments

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Differentiation
assessments
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Enhanced directions
• Choice with writing topics
• Tiered and/or shortened
• Choice of questions answered on
classwork/homework
supportive assessments
• Choice with writing topics
Choice of project on First
Amendment.
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments

Advanced Learners

Instructional Strategies:
• Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise • Outlines and graphic organizers
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes • Online assignments and hand-outs
partial credit
for partial credit
available in Google docs or
• Outlines and graphic organizers •
• Visual Charts/ cues
classroom
Online text available in Google docs • Use manipulatives
• Preferential seating
or classroom
• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot
• Audio text online and in class as
• Graphic organizers
• Concrete examples
needed
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Extended time on assignments
• Preferential seating
• Additional time on assignments
• Provide technology for writing
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot • Daily learning objectives displayed
• Concrete examples
Modifications
visually
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Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
• Student choice in topics
• Tiered assignments
• Critique student work on Google docs
• One-on-one discussions of project
thesis and elements
• Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects

• Extended time on assignments
• Provide technology for writing
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on reading

• Word walls
• Read passages aloud
• Allow students to correct wrong • Shorten assignments
answers on quizzes
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed

Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed

Modifications
• Shortening assignment/altering
complexity
• Reword questions or prompts
• Allow outlining

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice of topics
• One-on-one conference
• Flexible grouping

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: Who Cares method, timeliness, proximity, prominence, human interest, cause-effect, conflict, inverted pyramid, lead, headline, partial quote, full
quote, paraphrase, attribution
Non-Essential:
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Social Studies: 6.1.12.A.14.b
6.1.12.A.14.f; 6.1.12.A.16.a
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1; 8.1.2.D.1
8.1.8.E.1
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

1. Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each

__X__ Global Awareness
Online news with hourly updates
connects all people.

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose topic of news and
angle to write about

__X__ Civic Literacy
Understanding the laws regarding
information obtained from public
meetings and public persons

__X__ Media Literacy
Students learn about the news, what
makes something newsworthy and how to
write effective news articles.
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Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
CRP12.

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.
2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review journalism terms.
3. Videos
S- Students will view and
discuss YouTube videos on what
makes something newsworthy and
the inverted pyramid.
4. Project
R- Students will create their own
news article with their own angle
for the news story.

21st Century Skills:

__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must determine whether
something is newsworthy. Students must
determine who to interview, when to
interview, what to ask and how to use this
information to write an article that
informs people.
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students must schedule an interview and
interview a person. They must also
critique each other and revise and edit
questions and news articles based on peer
evaluations.

Resources:
Texts/Materials:
AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Interview power-point and study guide
Sample interviews (you-tube and teacher model)
News article rubric
Freaky/Weird News Rubric
Journalism Career Rubric
Media Center data bases
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame & School newspapers from other schools
All the President’s Men
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Unit 4: Opinion articles, Broadcasts and Political Cartoons

Recommended Duration: [Four- Five weeks]

Unit Description: The students will begin the unit by looking at various opinion pieces and determining what they think their purpose is. Students will take notes
on various types and purposes of opinion articles. They will then look at mainstream media and identify the type of article and its purpose. Students will then learn
various types of review formats, including films, books, restaurant and music reviews. As a class, the students will view and write a review of a film. Students will
then work in groups and then independently to write at least one editorial and two other types of opinion pieces of their choice. Finally, students will also look at
political cartoons and analyze and interpret their meaning and how these opinions compare to written expression.
Essential Questions:

Enduring Understandings:

1. What is an informed opinion and how does one attain an informed
opinion to write an opinion piece?
2. What role does opinion writing play in the news?
3. How does one write a good opinion piece?
4. Why are reviews important?
5. How does one write a good review?
6. What is the purpose of a political cartoon? Why are they still a
staple of all major news organizations today?

Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including determining
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings,
and analyze how specific word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts,
including how specific sentences, paragraphs,
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section,
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose
shapes the content and style of a text.

1. Having an informed opinion on a subject allows journalists to give their
audience an honest chance at finding the truth.
2. Expressing one’s opinion is a First Amendment right and newspapers allow
opinions from readers and publish their own opinions through editorials,
viewpoints, and columns.
3. Reviews help American consumers make decisions about products they buy
and how they will be entertained.
4. There is a process for writing good reviews that will help Americans make
choices and decisions.
5. Political cartoons offer a metaphorical, humorous or more relaxed opinion of
political issues that engage readers in understanding serious topics.

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

1. The students will be able to identify and
compare/contrast opinion articles that
include viewpoints, columns, editorials
and reviews.
2. The students will be able to demonstrate
the process of evaluating and writing
opinion pieces by writing editorials and
viewpoints.
3. The students will critique and write
reviews of films, books, music, video
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1.
2.

3.

4.

The students will identify prior knowledge of
what goes into an opinion article and then
complete notes on opinion writing.
The students will work in groups of four to
come up with a position three reasons and a
closing statement for an editorial and type it
up using Chromebooks.
The students will brainstorm topics of
opinions, select a topic from the
brainstormed list and write an individual
opinion piece on the topic
The students will take a quiz on opinion

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in
words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument
and specific claims in a text, including the validity
of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate
effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
and persuasively.
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims
in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.

Formative Assessments
• Quiz on editorial and opinion
writing.
• Recording notes in their
journals from club advisers
and coaches for clubs and

Learning Objectives:

games or restaurants with which they
have knowledge or experience.

Summative Assessments:
• Final opinion piece and
review

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.
11.

writing.
The students will discuss writing film reviews
and take notes on the elements and process.
The students will view a famous film voted on
by the class and write a film review.
The students will take notes on and view
samples of written and/or broadcast
restaurant reviews, music reviews and book
reviews and evaluate them.
The students will write a review of their
choice.
Students will reevaluate and revise their
opinion piece and their review using a rubric.
They will also evaluate each other’s opinions
before revising and completing a final
product that includes an opinion piece and a
review.
Students will view, evaluate, and create one
simple political cartoon.
Students will continue to research a
journalism career.

Performance Assessments:
• Presentation of group editorial

Test on opinions- all types
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
• Finding information and using it to
write ran informed opinion piece
• Writing a review

Formative Assessments
sports they have been
assigned to follow
throughout the semester.
• Drafts of Interview questions
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries
• Worksheets on identifying
the parts of an editorial and
opinion piece.
• Evaluation/critique of
opinion pieces and reviews
• Group editorial
• Rough draft of political
cartoon
• Political cartoon evaluation
sheet

Summative Assessments:

Performance Assessments:

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Simplify language
• Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in
• If possible, use native language for • Give written instructions in
advance
directions
advance
• Provide study guide
• Highlight/underline key words
• Provide study guides
• Vary essay lengths
• Provide study guide
• Vary essay lengths
• Highlight key directions
• Give simple step by step directions
• Highlight key directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
• Allow re-takes for secondary
Allow re-takes of secondary
assessments
assessments
assignments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
essay
essays
Modifications
• Accept short answers
Modifications
Differentiation
• Choice of test format
• Oral testing only if necessary
• Enhanced directions
• Tiered classwork/homework
Differentiation
Differentiation
• Choice with writing topics
•
Enhanced
directions
• Enhanced directions
• Choice of questions on supportive
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of essay topic
• Choice of questions answered for
supportive assessments
• Tiered assessments

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
assessments
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Tiered and/or shortened
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments
• Choice of questions answered on
Choice of project on First
supportive assessments
Amendment.

Advanced Learners

Instructional Strategies:
Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise • Outlines and graphic organizers
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes • Online assignments and hand-outs
partial credit
for partial credit
available in Google docs or
• Outlines and graphic organizers •
• Visual Charts/ cues
classroom
Online text available in Google docs
• Use manipulatives
• Preferential seating
or classroom
• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot
• Audio text online and in class as
• Graphic organizers
• Concrete examples
needed
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Extended time on assignments
• Preferential seating
• Additional time on
• Provide technology for writing
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot • assignments
• Concrete examples
• Daily learning objectives displayed Modifications
• Extended time on assignments
• Read passages aloud
visually
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Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
• Student choice in topics
• Tiered assignments
• Critique student work on Google docs
• One-on-one discussions of project
thesis and elements
• Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects

• Provide technology for writing
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on reading
Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

• Word walls
• Shorten assignments
• Allow students to correct wrong • Enlarge and highlight text if needed
answers on quizzes
Differentiation
Modifications
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Shortening assignment/altering
complexity
• Student choice in topics
• Reword questions or prompts
• One-on-one conferences
• Allow outlining
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice of topics
• One-on-one conference
• Flexible grouping

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: editorial, opinion, viewpoint, purpose, position statement, background, reaction arguments, closing, cinematography, special effects, visual effects,
setting, Plot, characterization, atmosphere, location(restaurants), service, political cartoon, metaphor, label, symbol, analogy, rhetorical devices
Non-Essential: persuade, entertain, praise, criticize, inform
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Social Studies: 6.1.12.A.14.b
6.1.12.A.14.f; 6.1.12.A.16.a
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1; 8.1.2.D.1
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.
CRP12.

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

1.Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each
other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.

X__ Global Awareness
Knowledge of varying opinions and
how they are conveyed based on
the audience changes based on
region.
__X__ Civic Literacy
Understanding Freedom of
expression through informed
opinions and its importance to
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21st Century Skills:
__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
learned information in a project.
__X__ Media Literacy
Students will view and read opinions from
various media outlets
__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must determine what topics
interest them and determine how they

Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

2. Kahoot
Americans and journalism is civic
A – Students will use Kahoot to
knowledge all Americans should
review journalism terms.
have
3. Videos
S- Students will view and
discuss youtube videos on opinions
4. Project
R- Students research and write
their own opinion and review
based on the samples and
information given in class.

Resources:
Texts/Materials: AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Power-point notes and study guides on editorial writing, opinion writing, and review writing
Power-point on political cartoons
Sample opinion articles
Opinion article rubric
Journalism Career Rubric
Review rubric
Media Center data bases
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
Entertainment Magazine
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
Administration approved Block Buster film such as Harry Potter, Star Wars or Rocky
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21st Century Skills:
will write an informed opinion and review
based on these topics.
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students will work together to write an
editorial and a film review. Students will
evaluate each other’s products by using
peer rubrics and Google docs.

Unit 5: Feature Articles

Recommended Duration: [Four-five weeks]

Unit Description: In this unit, the students will discuss prior knowledge of features, examine various features for their purpose, style, and lay-out and discuss why
they are effective. Students will then get notes on types of features and parts of a feature lay-out. They will critique mainstream and scholastic features. They will
then work in groups of three to plan an in-depth feature, interview people and do research for the feature and write both a main bar and two side bars for the
feature. Some students may make up survey and poll questions, administer the surveys, and compile the data for a side bar. Students will then revise and edit their
work using rubrics. They will then learn the basics of lay-out and use this knowledge to design a layout for their feature spread. Each person in each group will
design a spread. They will then collaborate and decide whose spread is the best and use this one for their final grade. Peers will then critique each other’s spread
and vote on the best writing and design. Students will begin ongoing semester journalism career presentations. Students will have assigned dates for presentations
that occur once a week until all presentations are made in the second semester. The presentations will be tiered based on ability of student. The presentations
must all have summaries of career and name companies or people in this career. For maximum points and extra points students may share email or video contact
they made with a person in the career or bring that person in as a guest speaker.
Essential Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Enduring Understandings:

How does one write a good feature?
How does feature writing compare to other forms of writing?
How does the design of a feature assist in engaging the reader?
How does scholastic feature writing differ from mainstream
feature writing?

Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

1. Good featuring writing requires colorful and descriptive writing with well
researched and cited information that appeals to a reader’s human interest.
2. Feature writing differs from news writing in that it is more creative and less
limited to facts. It is similar to essay writing in that it always has an opening
and a closing. It does not follow Inverted pyramid format.
3. Designing a feature requires attention to how people read articles and have
an eye-line to follow. Good lay-out requires attention to any detail that
makes the look and wording of the spread engaging.
4. Scholastic writing can be a microcosm of mainstream media as long as the
ideas are presented in a manner appropriate to a school setting.

Learning Goals:

1.

Learning Objectives:

The students will demonstrate a
knowledge of the general format for
writing feature articles by learning
about the different types, evaluating
mainstream and scholastic feature
articles, so they can research and
write their own in-depth features
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1.

2.

The students will identify prior knowledge of
feature writing and then complete notes on
types of side bar features and parts of a
feature mainbar.
The students will evaluate scholastic features
and mainstream features independently and
in groups and present their findings to the

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

2.

Learning Objectives:

The students will demonstrate an
understanding of designing a
newspaper spread by identifying the
elements of mainstream and
scholastic feature spreads and
designing and publishing their own
feature spread.

3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

Formative Assessments
• Quiz on feature writing
• Recording notes in their
journals from club advisers
and coaches for clubs and
sports they have been
assigned to follow
throughout the semester.

Summative Assessments:
• Feature lay-out and
article completion
• Summative assessment 2

Performance Assessments:
• Presentation of journalism
career
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class.
The class will brainstorm ideas for feature
spreads that are newsworthy to the Kingsway
student body.
The students will work in groups of three to
four to plan the articles for a feature spread
mainbar and two sidebars from the class
topic list.
The students will take a quiz on feature
writing.
The students will conduct interviews with
people in the school community in order to
write their feature articles or do research
using the media center databases.
The students will use interview notes to draft,
revise, edit, and type a feature article using
Google docs.
The students will evaluate their own feature
articles and peer news articles for
effectiveness using a feature article rubric.
The students will learn the basics of feature
lay-outs and use a design program like
InDesign CS3 to design a spread and complete
a lay-out for their features.
Students will present information learned
about the journalism field they researched.
Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
• Researching, interviewing,
conducting surveys or polls and
writing a mainbar and sidebars for
a feature spread.

Formative Assessments
• Drafts of Interview questions
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries
• Worksheets on identifying
and writing feature leads,
headlines and attributing
quotes
• Evaluations of feature layouts
• Evaluation/critique of feature
articles
• Notes from interview(s)
Worksheets on writing better
sentences

Summative Assessments:

Performance Assessments:

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Read directions aloud
Accommodations
 Give extra time
• Give extra time
• Simplify language
 Read directions aloud
• Read directions aloud
• If possible, use native language for
• Give written instructions in advance
directions
• Give written instructions in
• Provide study guides
advance
• Highlight/underline key words
• Vary essay lengths
• Provide study guide
• Provide study guide
• Highlight key directions
• Vary essay lengths
• Give simple step by step directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
• Highlight key directions
Allow re-takes of secondary
assessments
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assignments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
assessments
essays
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
Modifications
Differentiation
essay
•
Accept
short
answers
• Enhanced directions
Modifications
• Choice of test format
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Oral testing only if necessary
• Choice with writing topics
Differentiation
Differentiation
• Choice of questions on supportive
• Enhanced directions
• Enhanced directions
assessments
• Tiered and/or shortened
• Tiered classwork/homework
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice with writing topics
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Major Activities/ Assignments (required):

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of essay topic
• Choice of questions answered for
supportive assessments
• Tiered assessments

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
• Choice of questions answered on
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments
supportive assessments
• Choice of project on First
Amendment.

Advanced Learners

Instructional Strategies:
• Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise  Outlines and graphic organizers
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes  Online assignments and hand-outs
available in Google docs or classroom
partial credit
for partial credit
 Preferential seating
• Outlines and graphic organizers
• Visual Charts/ cues
 Review games/ sessions like Kahoot
• Online text available in Google docs • Use manipulatives
 Concrete examples
or classroom
• Pre-teach vocabulary
 Extended time on assignments
• Audio text online and in class as
• Graphic organizers
 Provide technology for writing
needed
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Preferential seating
• Additional time on
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot • assignments
Modifications
• Concrete examples
• Extended time on assignments
 Daily learning objectives displayed  Read passages aloud
 Shorten assignments
visually
• Provide technology for writing
 Enlarge and highlight text if needed
• Allow students to correct wrong
 Word walls
answers on reading
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Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
 Adjust pacing and deadlines
 Student choice in topics
 Tiered assignments
 Critique student work on Google docs
 One-on-one discussions of project
thesis and elements
 Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects

Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

 Allow students to correct wrong Differentiation
answers on quizzes

Mini-lessons/
small
instruction
Modifications
 Student choice in topics
 Shortening assignment/altering  One-on-one conferences
Flexible grouping
complexity
 Reword questions or prompts
 Allow outlining

group

Differentiation
Mini-lessons/ small group instruction
Student choice of topics
One-on-one conference

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: Feature, sidebar, mainbar, human interest, holiday or special event feature, social issues, trends, survey, poll, profile, biography, fast facts, chart,
graphic, folio, headline, sub headline, caption, cutline, photo credit, dominant photo, feature lead, anecdote, quote, partial quote, paraphrase
Non-Essential: Gallup Poll
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Social Studies 6.1.12.A.14.b
6.1.12.A.14.f; 6.1.12.A.16.a
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1;
8.1.2.D.18.1.8.E.1
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.
CRP12.

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

1.Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each
other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.
2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review journalism terms.
3. Videos

__X__ Global Awareness
Features are common to all
countries in the world because they
are human interest stories.
__X__ Civic Literacy
Understanding laws and ethics
regarding surveys and polls or
public information is an important
component of feature writing
__X___ Financial, Economic,
Business and Entrepreneurial
Literacy

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
learned information in their own feature
spread.
__X__ Media Literacy
Students examine features from various
scholastic magazines and the school
newspaper.
__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must decide what feature article
they will write, who they should interview,
and how their article works with other
articles.

Understanding a career in
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Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

S- Students will view and
journalism and its pay will guide
discuss YouTube videos on feature them in possibly choosing a career
writing.
connected to journalism.
R- Students will collaborate to
write their own feature articles and
then design a unique spread to
place their feature articles on.
Students continue to edit the
product to contain feedback and
differing opinions from their
classmates until they achieve a
superior product.

Resources:
Texts/Materials:
AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Feature power-point and study guide
Sample Features
Feature article rubrics
Media Center data bases
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
PowerPoint on layout and labeling parts of a feature spread
Computers with InDesign
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21st Century Skills:
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students will conduct interview or surveys
and will work together in a group to create
an in-depth feature.

Unit 6: Sports Articles and Broadcasts

Recommended Duration: [Four to Five weeks]

Unit Description: In this unit students will begin with discussing prior knowledge of sports jargon and sports knowledge. They will try to complete a worksheet
with sports knowledge that the class will then go over. They will then read, evaluate, label and take notes on four types of sports stories that include pre-game
(season), game, post-game (season) and team or athlete profile or feature. They will also watch or YouTube films on how different sports are played and see a
short documentary of women in sports. Students will be quizzed on the general knowledge they learn. Students will then use the notes they have taken in their
journal all year to decide what sport to cover. They will then be responsible for writing two types of sports articles for a summative grade. They will plan and
conduct interviews with good questions and compile notes from at least three sources to write their stories. Students will evaluate each other’s question and drafts
using the summative rubric. Students will continue ongoing semester journalism career presentations.
Essential Questions:

Enduring Understandings:

1. What is sports journalism? How does it differ from other types of
journalism?
2. How have sports and their coverage changed in the media over
time?
3. How has the role of women and men reporters in sports evolved
over time?
4. How does one write a good sports’ story?

Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the

1. Sports journalism is one of the largest fields in journalism today covering
anything that is considered a competition with a score. It differs from other
journalism in that it has a unique language and requires a lot of knowledge
and understanding of how each sport covered is actually played. It is more
colorful and descriptive than news writing.
2. Sports coverage has become more complex as athletes gain celebrity status
more than other areas in the news. Athletes being available in locker rooms
to men and women has been controversial from its inception. Many athletes
now try to have their own Public relations and do not want to deal with the
press.
3. Women have come to play a bigger role in sports coverage than in the past.
However, there is a ton of pressure on women reporters to have been
athletes and know material better than men. Women must deal with sexism
and discrimination and overwhelming attitudes that sports is a man’s world.
Writing a good sports story requires hard work and lots of knowledge about the
sport being covered. Sports writers must avoid “slanguage.” They may be fans of the
team they cover but must be careful about bias and equal coverage. They must be
willing to attend games and practices to get the material they need for their stories.

Learning Goals:

1. The students will learn about the different
types of sports articles and use this knowledge to
write different types of sports’ articles on a
selected school sport.
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Learning Objectives:

1.
2.

Students will write about their current
knowledge of sports and take notes on sports
writing types.
Students will find examples of different types

Relevant Standards:

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
Formative Assessments
• Quiz on sports’ journalism
• AP Guide journal entries and
other journal entries
• Completed worksheets
identifying sports’ story types
• Drafts of sports’ stories

Summative Assessments:
• Sports Stories
Choice of sport from
spring (game story)
Choice of feature news
story- profile on coach,
season, or key athlete

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Performance Assessments:
• Presentation of journalism
career
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of sports writing in local papers.
Students will view a short documentary on
women reporters, take notes and discuss.
Students will view how to videos with facts
about playing sports and discuss the sports.
Students will take a quiz on the types of
sports’ articles and general sports’
knowledge.
Students will choose a sport to cover, decide
on three people to interview and the types of
articles to write and write and revise
questions for these people.
Students will conduct interviews and take
notes for their articles.
Students will use their notes to construct and
write two different types of sports’ articles.
Students will draft, revise and edit their own
sports’ articles using a rubric.
Students’ will evaluate and critique at least
one peer’s sports’ articles using the rubric.
Students will present information learned
about the journalism field

Major Activities/ Assignments (required):
• Planning for, interviewing for, and
observing sports’ and athletes in
order to write two sports’ stories

Formative Assessments
• Evaluation sheets
• Journalism career
presentation rubric
• Warm-ups on sports’
knowledge
• Worksheets on sports’ videos
• Grammar worksheets

Summative Assessments:

Performance Assessments:

Major Activities/ Assignments (required):

Possible Assessment Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Advanced Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Give extra time
• Choice of publishing sports’ story in
school paper.
• Read directions aloud
• Simplify language
• Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in • Choice of sport covered.
• Give written instructions in
• If possible, use native language for
advance
directions
advance
• Choice of questions answered for
supportive assessments
• Provide study guides or sample
• Provide study guides, sample
• Highlight/underline key words
interview questions and emails to
• Interview or email contact with actual
interview questions
• Provide study guide and sample
coaches.
sports’ reporter from area or of well• Vary essay lengths
interview questions and emails to
known status.
• Vary essay lengths
coaches.
• Highlight key directions
•
Tiered assessments
• Highlight key directions
• Give simple step by step directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
• Allow re-takes for secondary
Allow re-takes of secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
assignments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
story
essay
Modifications
Differentiation
• Accept short answers
Modifications
• Enhanced directions
•
Choice
of
test
format
• Oral testing only if necessary
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics/ sport
Differentiation
Differentiation
• Choice of questions on supportive
• Enhanced directions
• Enhanced directions
assessments
• Tiered and/or shortened
• Tiered classwork/homework
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice with writing topics/ sport
• Choice of questions answered on
• Choice of questions answered on
supportive assessments
supportive assessments
• Choice of sport to cover
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Instructional Strategies:
• Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise • Outlines and graphic organizers
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes • Online assignments and hand-outs
partial credit
for partial credit
available in Google docs or
• Outlines and graphic organizers •
• Visual Charts/ cues
classroom
Online text available in Google docs • Use manipulatives
• Preferential seating
or classroom
• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Review games/ sessions like
• Audio text online and in class as
Kahoot
• Graphic organizers
needed
• Concrete examples
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Preferential seating
• Extended time on assignments
• Additional time on
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot • assignments
• Provide technology for writing
• Concrete examples
• Daily learning objectives displayed
• Extended time on assignments
Modifications
visually
• Provide technology for writing
• Read passages aloud
• Word walls
• Allow students to correct wrong
• Allow students to correct wrong • Shorten assignments
answers on reading
• Enlarge and highlight text if
answers on quizzes
needed
Modifications
Modifications
• Read passages aloud
Differentiation
• Shortening assignment/altering
• Shorten assignments
• Mini-lessons/ small group
complexity
instruction
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed
• Reword questions or prompts
• Student choice in topics
• Allow outlining
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Advanced Learners
• Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
• Student choice in topics
• Tiered assignments
• Critique student work on Google docs
• One-on-one discussions of project
thesis and elements
• Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Differentiation
Mini-lessons/ small group instruction
Student choice of topics
One-on-one conference
Flexible grouping

• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: Slangauge, Sports’ bias, partisanship, game story, pre-game story, post game story, locker room story, profile, feature, full quote, partial quote,
paraphrase, colorful language, trite and overused terms
Non-Essential: Sports terms relevant only to the sport each individual covers i.e. ace, birdie, spike
Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
Technology: 8.1.5.A.1; 8.1.2.D.1
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.
CRP12.

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

1. Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on written
documents.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each
other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.
2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review journalism terms.
3. Videos
S- Students will view and
discuss youtube videos on
Sports.
4. Sports’ stories

__X__ Global Awareness
Online news with hourly updates
connects all people.

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
learned information in a project.

__X__ Civic Literacy
Understanding rules and laws
regarding covering sports is
important to writing good articles.

__X__ Media Literacy
Students will learn about reporters
currently covering the sport.

__X___ Financial, Economic,
Business and Entrepreneurial
Literacy
Understanding a career in
journalism and its pay will guide
them in possibly choosing a career
connected to journalism.
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__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must decide what a sport to
cover, what articles to write, whom to
interview, and how to use their notes to
compile good articles.
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students will interview various people

Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:
involved in the sport they are covering and

R- Students will create two unique
sports’ stories based on the
samples studied and the notes
they took from class and people
interviewed.

collaborate with their teacher and each
other when making revisions to their
sports’ stories.

Resources:
Texts/Materials:
AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Sports’ Project Instructions and rubric
Power-point notes on sports writing
Rubric for journalism career presentation
Media Center data bases
Youtube videos of sports

“Female Sportscasters: Challenging a Male-Dominated Industry” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRoKU1btu2E
Sports terms hand-outs

The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
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Unit 7: Photojournalism

Recommended Duration: [Two to three weeks]

Unit Description: In this unit students will first demonstrate prior knowledge of photography and discuss what makes a good photograph. Students will then
learn the basic elements of photocomposition and view samples with emphasis on these elements. Students will then complete as short research assignment on
a famous photograph. They will apply their information about photocomposition to the photo assigned. They will write a one-page report on the photograph and
then give an oral presentation explain the photograph’s elements and giving background on the photo, the photographer and its importance in the history of
photography. Students will then get notes on how to take good photographs and then use school cameras to take photos. Students may use the photographs.
Relevant Standards:
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually and quantitatively, as well as
in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, including
the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Learning Goals:

Learning Objectives:

1. The students will learn about the different
types of sports articles and use this knowledge to
write different types of sports’ articles on a
selected school sport.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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Students will write about their current
knowledge of sports and take notes on
sports writing types.
Students will find examples of different
types of sports writing in local papers.
Students will view a short documentary on
women reporters, take notes and discuss.
Students will view how to videos with facts
about playing sports and discuss the sports.
Students will take a quiz on the types of
sports’ articles and general sports’
knowledge.
Students will choose a sport to cover, decide
on three people to interview and the types
of articles to write and write and revise
questions for these people.
Students will conduct interviews and take
notes for their articles.
Students will use their notes to construct
and write two different types of sports’
articles.
Students will draft, revise and edit their own
sports’ articles using a rubric.
Students’ will evaluate and critique at least
one peer’s sports’ articles using the rubric.
Students will present information learned
about the journalism field

Relevant Standards:

Formative Assessments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Quiz on photocomposition
and steps to taking
photographs
Famous Photo presentation
and report
Rubric for journalism career
presentation
Notes on Photographs taken
Journal entries on AP style
Guide and photography
Peer evaluations
Participation in taking
photographs
Photocomposition
worksheets

Learning Goals:

Summative Assessments:
•
•

Learning Objectives:

Performance Assessments:

Photo Essay
Summative Assessment 3

•
•
•

Use of digital camera and
photographs taken
Oral presentation on famous
photograph
Journalism career presentation

Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Give extra time
• Read directions aloud
• Simplify language
• Read directions aloud
• Give written instructions in • If possible use native language for
• Give written instructions in advance
advance
directions
• Provide study guides
• Provide study guide
• Highlight/underline key words
• Vary essay lengths
• Vary essay lengths
• Provide study guide
• Highlight key directions
• Highlight key directions
• Give simple step by step directions
• Allow re-takes for secondary
• Allow re-takes for secondary
assessments
Allow re-takes of secondary
assessments
• Allow re-writes and revisions to
• Allow re-writes and revisions to assignments
essays
Differentiation
essay
Modifications
• Enhanced directions
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Major Activities/ Assignments
(required):
• Creating a photo essay

Advanced Learners
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Choice of extra reading material from
class library for independent projects
• Choice of career topic
• Choice of photo essay topic
• Tiered assessments

Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Modifications
• Accept short answers
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Oral testing only if necessary
• Choice of test format
• Choice with topics/photographs
taken
Differentiation
Differentiation
• Choice of questions on supportive
• Enhanced directions
• Enhanced directions
assessments
• Tiered classwork/homework
• Tiered and/or shortened
classwork/homework
• Choice with writing topics
• Choice with topic/ photographs
• Choice of questions answered on
used
supportive assessments
• Choice of questions answered
Choice of photo essay or writing a
critique of a photo essay done by a
professional

Advanced Learners

Instructional Strategies:
• Learning goals and scales
o Periodically revisit overarching essential questions associated with learning goals and scales
• Mastery of unit goals
o PowerPoint lecture, think-pair-share, inquiry-based discussions, evaluating work using a rubric
• Vocabulary, abstract concepts, interdisciplinary connections
guided notes and study guides; warm-up reviews
• Information management and retaining skill.
o Graphic organizers, guided notes, independent and small-group instruction.
• Lesson closures
o Review content of current lesson and scaffold information to enhance upcoming lessons.
Possible Instructional Adjustments (Modifications /Accommodations/ Differentiation):
Special Education Students
English Language Learners (ELLs)
At-Risk Learners
Advanced Learners
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations
Accommodations/ Differentiation
• Allow students to rewrite/revise
• Allow students to re-write/revise
• Outlines and graphic organizers
• Adjust pacing and deadlines
essays comprehension quizzes for
essays and comprehension quizzes
• Online assignments and hand-outs • Student choice in topics
partial credit
for partial credit
available in Google docs or • Tiered assignments
classroom
• Visual Charts/ cues
• Critique student work on Google docs
• Preferential seating
• Use manipulatives
• One-on-one discussions of project
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• Outlines and graphic organizers •
Online text available in Google docs
or classroom
• Audio text online and in class as
needed
• Preferential seating
• Review games/ sessions like Kahoot
• Concrete examples
• Extended time on assignments
• Provide technology for writing
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on reading
Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if needed
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

• Pre-teach vocabulary
• Graphic organizers
• Give oral prompts/ cues
• Additional time on
• assignments
• Daily learning objectives displayed
visually
• Word walls
• Allow students to correct wrong
answers on quizzes
Modifications
• Shortening assignment/altering
complexity
• Reword questions or prompts
• Allow outlining
Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice of topics
• One-on-one conference
• Flexible grouping

• Review games/ sessions like
Kahoot
• Concrete examples
• Extended time on assignments
• Provide cameras and
Modifications
• Read passages aloud
• Shorten assignments
• Enlarge and highlight text if
needed

thesis and elements
• Small group instruction during peer
editing of projects
- Students may bring their
own cameras to class for
use
- Students may publish work
in school newspaper
- Students may have mini
lesson on using Photoshop

Differentiation
• Mini-lessons/ small group
instruction
• Student choice in topics
• One-on-one conferences
• Flexible grouping

Unit Vocabulary:
Essential: Photocomposition, dominance, subordinate, framing, contrast, Rule of Thirds, natural lines, selective focus, limited perspective, candid, landscape,
artistic photograph, mug shot, portrait, group shot, posed photograph, rules for taking photographs, cropping, red eye
Non-Essential: CD card, SLR, camera settings, sepia, black and white, RGB, CMYK, Photoshop tools
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Interdisciplinary Connections & Career
Ready Practices (Note Applicable
Standards):
College and Career: CRP2, CRP4, CRP5,
CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP9, CRP11.
CRP12.
Visual and Performing Arts
1.4.8.B.2, 1.4.12.B.2
Technology: 8.1.P.B.1, 8.1.5.A.1
8.1.2.D.1

Integration of Technology:

21st Century Themes:

21st Century Skills:

1. Google Docs
M – Students will use the
comment tool in Google Docs
to respond to or provide
feedback on photos taken.
M- Students will answer
questions and respond to each
other using the question
feature on Google Classroom.
2. Kahoot
A – Students will use Kahoot to
review photocomposition terms
and the basics of taking good
photographs.
3. Videos/ presentations
S- Students will view,
Discuss, and present information
on famous photographs
4. Digital Photo essay
R- Students use photos they took
to create a photo essay modeled
after the samples done in class

__X__ Global Awareness
Famous photographs taken from
around the world

__X__ Creativity & Innovation
Students may choose how to present
photos taken in an essay.

__X__ Civic Literacy
Understanding the rules and ethics
regarding permission to take and
use photographs as well as altering
photographs

__X__ Media Literacy
Students learn history and relevance of
famous photographs.
__X__ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Students must determine what subjects to
take and how to use these subjects to
create a photo essay.
__X__ Communication & Collaboration
Students must plan photos and work in
groups to use cameras to take different
types of photographs.

Resources:
Texts/Materials:
AP Style Guide 2016
Journalism Today text and handouts
The Newspaper Adviser’s Survival Guide
Feature power-point and study guide
Sample Photo essays
Photo essay rubrics
Photo note sheets
Digital Cameras
Camera CD cards
Media Center data bases
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Resources:
The Courier Post
The South Jersey Times
The Philadelphia Inquirer
The Washington Post
The New York Times
School newspaper- The Flame
School newspapers from other schools
Power Points on photocomposition and how to take good photographs
Computers with InDesign or publishing program suitable for photo essays
100 Famous Photographs- website
Famous Photo project rubric
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