
Kingsway Regional Middle School Suggested Summer Reading List  

Choice Inspires the Love of Reading  

 
Strong reading skills are essential to many forms of learning.  Reading ignites the imagination, 
builds knowledge of the world, and inspires the love of continued reading. This summer 
reading list is only a suggested reading list.  Students do not have to select books from this list 
to complete the summer reading assignment.  Parents are encouraged to read along with their 
children!  Enjoy! 

 

Fiction 
(8th Grade) 

 
1. Drama by Raina Telgemeier (Graphic Novel)  

Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level 2.3 
 
Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while serving on the stage crew for a middle 
school production of Moon over Mississippi as various relationships start and end, and 
others never quite get going.   
 

2. Number Devil by Mangus Hans Enzensberger  
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 6 and up: Reading Level 3.5 
 
Annoyed with his math teacher who assigns word problems and won't let him use a 
calculator, twelve-year-old Robert finds help from the number devil in his dreams. 
 

3. The Infinite Sea by Richard Yancey 
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 9 and up: Reading Level 4.2 
 
How do you rid the Earth of seven billion humans? Rid the humans of their humanity. 
Surviving the first four waves was nearly impossible. Now Cassie Sullivan finds herself in 
a new world, a world in which the fundamental trust that binds us together is gone. As 
the 5th Wave rolls across the landscape, Cassie, Ben, and Ringer are forced to confront 
the Others' ultimate goal: the extermination of the human race.  Cassie and her friends 
haven't seen the depths to which the Others will sink nor have the Others seen the 
heights to which humanity will rise in the ultimate battle between life and death, hope 
and despair, and love and hate. This is the second book in The 5th Wave series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. The Young Elites by Marie Lu  

Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 8 and up: Reading Level 4.6 
 
Adelina Amouteru is a survivor of the blood fever. A decade ago, the deadly illness 
swept through her nation. Most of the infected perished, while many of the children 
who survived were left with strange markings. Adelina's black hair turned silver, her 
lashes went pale, and now she has only a jagged scar where her left eye once was. Her 
cruel father believes she is a malfetto, an abomination, ruining their family's good name 
and standing in the way of their fortune. But some of the fever's survivors are rumored 
to possess more than just scars—they are believed to have mysterious and powerful 
gifts, and though their identities remain secret, they have come to be called the Young 
Elites.  A fantasy novel which is the first book in the Young Elite series. 
 

5. The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge   

Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 7 and up: Reading Level 4.6 
 
Faith Sunderly leads a double life. To most people, she is reliable, dull, trustworthy—a 
proper young lady who knows her place as inferior to men. But inside, Faith is full of 
questions and curiosity, and she cannot resist mysteries: an unattended envelope or an 
unlocked door. She knows secrets no one suspects her of knowing. She knows that her 
family moved to the close-knit island of Vane because her famous scientist father was 
fleeing a reputation-destroying scandal. And she knows, when her father is discovered 
dead shortly thereafter, that he was murdered.  In pursuit of justice and revenge, Faith 
hunts through her father's possessions and discovers a strange tree. The tree bears fruit 
only when she whispers a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, delivers a hidden 
truth. The tree might hold the key to her father's murder—or it may lure the murderer 
directly to Faith herself.  This is a novel that combines fantasy, historical fiction, and 
mystery.  
 

6. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle  
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level 4.7 
 
Meg Murray, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through 
space and time, assisted by three otherworldly women, to find Meg's father, a physicist 
who disappeared while experimenting with time travel.  A novel that combines science 
fiction, action, and adventure. 
 

7. Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 6-8: Reading Level 4.7 
 
Through journal entries, sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to 
survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and 
volcanic eruptions.   



 
8. The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz 

Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 6-9: Reading Level: 4.8 

 
Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for 
real life and true love. But what hope is there for adventure, beauty, or art on a 
hardscrabble farm in Pennsylvania where the work never ends? Over the summer of 
1911, Joan pours her heart out into her diary as she seeks a new, better life for herself—
because maybe, just maybe, a hired girl cleaning and cooking for six dollars a week can 
become what a farm girl could only dream of—a woman with a future.   

 

9. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech  
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 7-9: Reading Level 4.9 
 
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents 
take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her 
friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.   
 
 

10. Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 6-10: Reading Level 5.0 

 

Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books but soon learns the power of words 

as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl 

of his dreams.  This is a novel written in verse. 

 

11. City of Bones by Cassandra Clare  
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 8 and up: Reading Level 5.0 
 
Suddenly able to see demons and the Darkhunters who are dedicated to returning them 
to their own dimension, fifteen-year-old Clary Fray is drawn into this bizarre world when 
her mother disappears and Clary herself is almost killed by a monster. This is the first 
book in the Mortal Instruments series. 
 

12. Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard  
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 9 and up: Reading Level 5.2 

 

In a world divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded 
elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities.  Seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, 
discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her 
to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. But 
Mare risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard—a growing 



Red rebellion—even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. This is the first 
book in the Red Queen series. 

 

13. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse  
Interest Level 3-6: Recommended for Grades 5 and up:  Reading Level 5.3 

 

In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her 
family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.  This is a 
historical fiction novel. 

 

14. Dragonwings by Laurence Yep  
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-7: Reading Level 5.3 
 
In the early twentieth century, a young Chinese boy joins his father in San Francisco and 
helps him realize his dream of making a flying machine.  This book is a historical fiction 
novel and the 5th of 10 related books. This story can be read independently of the other, 
related books. 

 

15. The Big Field by Mike Lupica  
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level 5.4 

 
When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the arrival of a new 
teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and 
his remote and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too.   
 

16. Etiquette and Espionage by Gail Carriger  
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 6-9: Reading Level 5.4 
 
In an alternate England of 1851, spirited fourteen-year-old Sophronia is enrolled in a 
finishing school where she is surprised to learn lessons include not only the fine arts of 
dance, dress, and etiquette but also diversion, deceit, and espionage.  This is a novel 
that combines mystery and science fiction.  This is the first book in the Finishing School 
Series. 
 

17. You Don’t Know Me by David Klass 
Interest Level: Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 6-9: Reading Level 5.4 

Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal with 
his mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow classmate, and 
other problems at school.   

 

 



 

18. The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 

Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level: 5.6 

 

It was a bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the 

trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the 

head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie for the 

foreseeable future. Amazingly, it's the Junk Man himself who offers an alternative: 120 

hours of community service . . . working for him.  Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart 

and a list of the Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of 

wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can't believe it—is he really supposed to 

rummage through people's trash? But it isn't long before Arthur realizes there's more to 

the Junk Man than meets the eye, and the "trash" he's collecting is being transformed 

into something more precious than anyone could imagine.    

 

19. The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level 5.9 

 

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend 
Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has 
religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn't like Holling—he's sure of it. Why else would she 
make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has bigger 
things to worry about like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their 
best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of 
trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs, angry 
rats, and a baseball hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in 
a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds 
Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to 
embrace his destiny, in spite of himself.   

 

20. Endangered by Eliot Schrefer  
Interest Level Young Adult: Recommended for Grades 5-8: Reading Level 6.2 

Congo is a dangerous place, even for people who are trying to do good. 
When Sophie has to visit her mother at her sanctuary for bonobos, she's not thrilled to 
be there. Then Otto, an infant bonobo, comes into her life, and for the first time she 
feels responsible for another creature.  But peace does not last long for Sophie and 
Otto. When an armed revolution breaks out in the country, the sanctuary is attacked, 
and the two of them must escape unprepared into the jungle. Caught in the crosshairs 
of a lethal conflict, they must struggle to keep safe, to eat, and to live.  This is an 
action/adventure read. 
 



 

21. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  
Interest Level 5-8: Recommended for Grades 7-12: Reading Level 6.2 
 
Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young 
women in mid-nineteenth-century New England.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nonfiction 

 

1. Dogs of War by Sheila Keenan (Graphic Novel)  

Interest Level 3-6: Reading Level 2.9 

 

Dogs of War is a graphic novel that tells the stories of the canine military heroes of 

World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam War. This collection of three fictional 

stories was inspired by historic battles and real military practice. Each story tells the 

remarkable adventures of a soldier and his service dog.  

 

2. Tillie Pierce: Teen EyeWitness to the Battle of Gettysburg by Tanya Anderson  

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.1 

 

In July 1863, fifteen-year-old Tillie Pierce found herself trapped, facing one of history's 

bloodiest battles. Without training, but with courage and compassion, Tillie and other 

Gettysburg citizens helped save the lives of countless wounded soldiers. In gripping 

prose, in Tillie's own words, the Civil War's most famous battle comes alive. 

  

3. The Dolphins of Shark Bay by Pamela S. Turner 

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.2 

 

Ride alongside the author Pamela S. Turner and her scientific team and meet a cast of 

dolphin characters large enough (and charismatic enough) to rival a Shakespearean 

play—Puck, Piccolo, Flute, and Dodger among them. You will fall in love with this crew, 

both human and finned, as they seek to answer the question: just why are dolphins so 

smart?  

 

4. A Short Walk Around the Pyramids and Through the Walk of Art by Phillip M. 

Isaacson 

 Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.2 

 

This text is illustrated with full-color photos.  Isaacson introduces art in all its forms: 

painting, sculpture, folk art, crafts, and even cities.  He discusses the differences 



between realism and abstraction, links between tribal art and modern sculpture, the 

use of color by diverse artists, and why everyday objects can be works of art. 

 

5. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba (the Young Readers 

Edition) 

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.2 

 

When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family 

lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. 

William began to explore science books in his village library—looking for a solution. 

There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could 

build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill 

brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water they needed to 

farm the land. 

 

6. Hero’s Trail: A Guide for a Heroic Life by T.A. Barron  

Interest Level 3-6: Reading Level 6.3 

 

Explores how to lead a heroic life—facing challenges with courage, strength of 

character, and wisdom—much as a hiker uses those qualities on a challenging trail. 

 

7. The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin 

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.4 

 

On July 17, 1944, a massive explosion rocked the segregated Navy base at Port 

Chicago, California, killing more than 300 sailors who were at the docks, critically 

injuring off-duty men in their bunks—and shattering windows up to a mile away. On 

August 9th, 244 men refused to go back to work until unsafe and unfair conditions at 

the docks were addressed. When the dust settled, fifty were charged with mutiny, 

facing decades in jail and even execution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. This Land Was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie by 

Elizabeth Partridge  

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.5 

 

From the late 1920s to the 1950s, Guthrie wrote the words to more than three 

thousand songs, including "This Land Is Your Land," a song many call America's 

unofficial national anthem. With a remarkable ability to turn any experience into a 

song almost instantaneously, Woody Guthrie spoke out for people of all colors and 

races, setting an example for generations of musicians to come. Award-winning 

author, Elizabeth Partridge has taken the life of this songwriting genius and woven in 

his lyrics and other rich materials to create a touching and highly entertaining portrait 

of a true talent. 

 

9. Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin  

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.6 

The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the Fulton, Illinois, 

workshop of master counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd is hauled off to prison, 

members of his counterfeiting ring gather in the back room of a smoky Chicago saloon 

to discuss how to spring their ringleader. Their plan—grab Lincoln's body from its 

Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand dunes near Lake Michigan, and demand, as a 

ransom, the release of Ben Boyd—and $200,000 in cash. From here, the action 

alternates between the conspirators, the Secret Service agents on their trail, and the 

undercover agent moving back and forth between the two groups. Along the way 

readers get glimpses into the inner workings of counterfeiting, grave robbing, 

detective work, and the early days of the Secret Service. The plot moves toward a wild 

climax as robbers and lawmen converge at Lincoln's tomb on election night: 

November 7, 1876. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10. Courage and Defiance by Deborah Hopkinson   

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.6 

When the Nazis invaded Denmark on Tuesday, April 9, 1940, the people of this tiny 

country to the north of Germany awoke to a devastating surprise. The government of 

Denmark surrendered quietly, and the Danes were ordered to go about their daily 

lives as if nothing had changed. But everything had changed. Award-winning author 

Deborah Hopkinson traces the stories of the heroic young men and women who 

would not stand by as their country was occupied by a dangerous enemy. Rather, they 

fought back. Some were spies, passing tactical information to the British; some were 

saboteurs, who aimed to hamper and impede Nazi operations in Denmark; and 95% of 

the Jewish population of Denmark were survivors, rescued by their fellow 

countrymen—who had the courage and conscience that drove them to act. 

 

11. Escape!: The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleischman  

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 6.6 

 

In this fresh, witty biography of the most famous bamboozler since Merlin, Sid 

Fleischman, a former professional magician, enriches his warm homage with insider 

information and unmaskings. Did Houdini really pick the jailhouse lock to let a fellow 

circus performer escape? Were his secrets really buried with him? How did he manage 

to be born in two cities, in two countries, on two continents at the same instant? Here 

are the stories of how a knockabout kid named Ehrich Weiss changed himself into the 

legendary Harry Houdini.  

 

12. We Were There, Too!: Young People in U.S. History by Phillip Hoose  

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 7.1 

 

Philip Hoose's own lively, knowledgeable voice provides a rich historical context.  This 

is the first U.S. history book of this scope to focus on the role young people have 

played in the making of our country.  Its compelling stories combine to tell our larger 

national story. 

 

 

 

 



 

13. George Washington, Spymaster: How the Americans Outspied the British and Won 

the Revolutionary War by Thomas B. Allen  

Interest Level: 5-8: Reading Level 7.3 

 

An account of espionage, counter-espionage, codes, and ciphers during the American 

Revolution. 

 

14. The Great Fire by Jim Murphy 

Interest level 5-8: Reading Level 7.4 

Vivid firsthand descriptions by persons who lived through the 1871 Chicago fire are 

woven into a gripping account of this famous disaster. Murphy also examines the 

origins of the fire, the errors of judgment that delayed effective response, the 

organizational problems of the city's firefighters, and the post-fire efforts to rebuild 

the city. Newspaper lithographs and a few historical photographs convey the 

magnitude of human suffering and confusion. 

15. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson 

Interest Level 3-6: Reading Level 7.4 

 

Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices and stories of real Titanic survivors 

and witnesses to the disaster—from the stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur 

Rostron of the Carpathia, who came to the rescue of the sinking ship. Packed with 

heart-stopping action, devastating drama, fascinating historical details, loads of 

archival photographs on almost every page, and quotes from primary sources, this 

gripping story, which follows the Titanic and its passengers from the ship's celebrated 

launch at Belfast to her cataclysmic icy end, is sure to thrill and move readers.  

 

16. Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust by 

Doreen Rappaport 

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 7.4 

 

In a stirring chronicle, Doreen Rappaport brings to light the courage of countless Jews 

who organized to sabotage the Nazis and help other Jews during the Holocaust. 

 

 

 

 



 

17. Emancipation Proclamation: Lincoln and the Dawn of Liberty by Tonya Bolden 

Interest Level 5-8: Reading Level 7.5 

 

This book offers readers a unique look at the events that led to the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Filled with little-known facts and fascinating details, it includes excerpts 

from historical sources, archival images, and new research that debunks myths about 

the Emancipation Proclamation and its causes. Complete with a timeline, glossary, and 

bibliography. 

 

18. Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman 

Interest Level 3-6: Reading Level 7.7  

 

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus and give up 

her seat to a white man. This refusal to give up her dignity sparked the Montgomery 

bus boycott, a yearlong struggle, and a major victory in the Civil Rights movement. 

 

19. Popular by Maya Van Wagenen  

Interest Level: Young Adult 

 

It’s not an unfamiliar story: a girl on the lower end of the popularity scale decides to 

reinvent herself. But Maya Van Wagenen, tired of being a “social outcast” at her Texas 

middle school, is far from fictional. The then eighth-grader unearthed a 1950s guide to 

popularity and underwent an experiment: to follow all the instructions in the book, no 

matter how outdated, and document the results for a year.  It’s a touching–and 

touchingly honest–memoir, as Maya navigates the pitfalls of the eighth grade and her 

experiment. 

 

20. Eyes Wide Open: Going Behind the Environmental Headlines by Paul Fleischman 

Interest Level: Young Adult 

 

Paul Fleischman offers teens an environmental wake-up call and a tool kit for 

decoding the barrage of conflicting information confronting them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21. One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, An Unlikely Coach and a Magical Baseball 

Season by Chris Ballard  

Interest Level: Young Adult 

 

In this gripping, cinematic narrative, Sports Illustrated writer Chris Ballard tells the 

story of the team and its coach, Lynn Sweet, a hippie, dreamer, and intellectual who 

arrived in Macon in 1966, bringing progressive ideas to a town stuck in the Eisenhower 

era. Beloved by students but not administration, Sweet reluctantly took over the 

ragtag team, intent on teaching the boys as much about life as baseball.  

 

22. Fourth Down and Inches: Concussions and Football’s Make-or-Break Moment by 

Carla Killough McClafferty  

Interest Level: Young Adult 

 

Award-winning author Carla Killough McClafferty takes readers on a bone-crunching 

journey from football's origins to the latest research on concussion and traumatic 

brain injuries in the sport. 

 

23. Be a Changemaker: How to Start Something that Matters by Laurie Ann Thompson 

Interest Level: Young Adult 

 

Do you wish you could make a difference in your community or even the world? Either 

way, Be a Changemaker will empower you with the confidence and knowledge you 

need to affect real change. You'll find all the tools you need right here—through 

engaging youth profiles, step-by-step exercises, and practical tips, you can start 

making a difference today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24.  Street Sketchbook: Journeys by Tristan Manco  

 Interest Level: Young Adult 

Fans of the hit graffiti title Street Sketchbook will delight in this new volume dedicated 

to the journeys both geographical and imaginative of street artists. Twenty-six of the 

hottest new artists working worldwide today have opened up their sketchbooks to 

share their impressions as they travel on road trips, trek halfway across the globe, and 

explore internal landscapes. From widely diverse backgrounds, these cutting-edge 

artists share one crucial decision: to bypass conventional routes for the creative road 

less taken, the urban streets and alleyways. From doodles on a bus in Central America 

to fully realized murals spanning the Israel-Palestine border, Street Sketchbook: 

Journeys is an engrossing travelogue of visual free expression. This is the second book 

in the Street Sketchbook series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


