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W H A T  I S  T H E  N C A A
E L I G I B I L I T Y  C E N T E R



W H A T  I S  T H E
E L I G I B I L I T Y
C E N T E R ?

A unit within the NCAA
responsible for evaluating and
certifying college-bound
student athletes for collegiate
competition at Division I and
Division II schools

If you want to compete at an NCAA
Division I or II school, you must
meet NCAA Eligibility Center:

NCAA Eligibility Center focuses on:
  Academic Preparedness
  Sports Participation
  High School Courses
  Customer Service

  Academic initial-eligibility requirements
  Amateurism requirements



N C A A
F A S T  F A C T S

1,100+ colleges & universities

98 voting athletic conferences

39 affiliated organizations

> 500,000 student-athletes

20,000 teams

90 championships

24 sports

3 divisions



R E G I S T R A T I O N



R E G I S T R A T I O N
P R O C E S S

Three Account Types

Option 1:
Free Profile Page Account

Option 2: Amateurism-Only Certification
Account

Option 3: Academic and Amateurism
Certification Account

eligibilitycenter.org

http://eligibilitycenter.org/


P R O F I L E  P A G E
A C C O U N T

A free Profile Page account is the
right account if you are a college-
bound student-athlete who is:

 In high school and staying connected to
receive the most current information
from the NCAA Eligibility Center.
 In middle school or earlier and wanting
to learn more about college athletics.
 Still  deciding which NCAA division is
right for you.
 Planning to compete at an NCAA
Division III school and have only
attended a U.S. high school.
 Registering to play at an NCAA-certified
nonscholastic basketball event (BBCS,
ECAG, AAU).



A M A T E U R I S M -
O N L Y
C E R T I F I C A T I O N
A C C O U N T

An Amateurism-Only Certification
account is the right account for only a
small number of students, including:

International college-bound student-
athletes (first-year students and transfers)
planning to compete at an NCAA Division
III school.

This account may also be right for two-  or
four-year college transfers who plan to enroll
for the first time at an NCAA Division I or II
school. These students should speak with
the compliance staff at the NCAA school
they plan to attend to determine which
account type is required for their situation.

This account (which does NOT include an
academic certification) requires a
registration fee of  $70 for all students.



A C A D E M I C
A N D
A M A T E U R I S M
C E R T I F I C A T I O N
A C C O U N T

The most common account for future
NCAA student-athletes, an Academic
and Amateurism Certification account
is the right account for college-bound
student-athletes who are planning to:

 Compete at an NCAA Division I or II
school.
 Take an official visit.
 Sign a National Letter of Intent.

This account includes a registration fee of
$100  for domestic students and $160  for
International students.



CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Review

Review your Dashboard for
open tasks

View

View your receipt of
transcripts on file

Update

Update your graduation or
enrollment dates if needed

Edit

Edit your account, school, or
sports information



C O L L E G E
A D M I S S I O N S

You must apply and be accepted to
your NCAA Division I or Division II
school before you can compete on
campus.
Ask your NCAA school for more information
regarding cost of attendance and financial
aid.



I R L :
I N S T I T U T I O N
R E Q U E S T  L I S T

You must be on an NCAA DI or DII
school’s Institution Request List to
get a certification

Apply to NCAA Eligibility Center and have
your transcript uploaded
Get in touch with the coach of the
college/university team & ask that they
add you to their IRL
Once placed on one school’s IRL, NCAA
will be contacted to review and clear your
application
Once application is cleared, it is available
to be seen by any other coach
You only need to be on one school’s IRL to
be cleared to play at any other school



S H A R E D
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

Communicate closely with your high
school counselor, coach,
parents/guardians, college
compliance office, and mentors as you
transition to college



C O R E  C O U R S E S



W H A T  I S  A
C O R E  C O U R S E ?

English
Math
Natural/Physical Science
Social Science
Additional Courses (Foreign
Language, Philosophy, or
Comparative Religion)

NCAA core courses are:
On Kingsway’s list of NCAA-approved
core courses 
Taught at or above our regular
academic level (College Prep)
Taught by a qualified instructor
Considered four-year college
preparatory



C O R E  C O U R S E
L I S T

View Kingsway’s list of NCAA-
approved core courses by:

Going to
eligibilitycenter.org/courselist, or
Referring to our Program of Studies
& Student Planning Guide and
looking for the NCAA logo

http://eligibilitycenter.org/courselist
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l_IRIPlMCTrVUzkufPHWAJ5bzoow9lQIpqrsus_-cn4/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l_IRIPlMCTrVUzkufPHWAJ5bzoow9lQIpqrsus_-cn4/view


D I V I S I O N  I



D I V I S I O N  I
A C A D E M I C
S T A N D A R D S

Four possible academic certification
outcomes for student athletes

Early Academic Qualifier1.
Qualifier2.
Academic Redshirt3.
Nonqualifier4.



D I V I S I O N  I :
E A R L Y
A C A D E M I C
Q U A L I F I E R

A T H L E T I C S  A I D
P R A C T I C E
&  C O M P E T E

Note: DI early academic qualifier status
is based on your pre-seventh semester
academic record.

Complete 14 core-course units in the
required subject areas
Earn a core-course GPA ≥ 3.0 in the
required subject areas



D I V I S I O N  I :
Q U A L I F I E R

A T H L E T I C S  A I D
P R A C T I C E
&  C O M P E T E

Meet core-course progression before
starting seventh semester
Complete 16 core-course units in the
required subject areas
Earn a core-course GPA ≥ 2.3 in the
required subject areas
Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center



D I V I S I O N  I :
A C A D E M I C
R E D S H I R T

F I R S T  Y E A R
A T H L E T I C S  A I D
&  F I R S T  T E R M
P R A C T I C E

Complete 16 core-course units in the
required subject areas
Earn a core-course GPA ≥ 2.0 in the
required subject areas
Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center



D I V I S I O N  I :
N O N -
Q U A L I F I E R

N O  A T H L E T I C S
A I D ,  N O
P R A C T I C E ,  N O
C O M P E T E

DI non-qualifiers are not eligible  to
receive athletics aid, practice, or
compete their first year



S T A N D A R D I Z E D
T E S T  S C O R E S

S A T / A C T

Standardized test scores are excluded
from NCAA initial-eligibility criteria for
student athletes

Colleges and/or scholarship programs
may still  require test scores for
admissions



D1 CORE-COURSE TIME

LIMITATION

When you enter 9th grade, you have four
years  (eight semesters) to complete your
core-course requirements.
You must graduate on time, with your class.



D1 EXAMPLE SCHEDULE



D I V I S I O N  I I



D I V I S I O N  I I
A C A D E M I C
S T A N D A R D S

Three possible academic certification
outcomes for student athletes

Early Academic Qualifier1.
Qualifier2.
Partial Qualifier3.



D I V I S I O N  I I :
E A R L Y
A C A D E M I C
Q U A L I F I E R

A T H L E T I C S  A I D
P R A C T I C E
&  C O M P E T E

Note: DII early academic qualifier
status is based on your pre-seventh
semester academic record

Complete 14 core-course units in the
required subject areas
Earn a core-course GPA ≥ 2.5 in the
required subject areas



D I V I S I O N  I I :
Q U A L I F I E R

A T H L E T I C S  A I D
P R A C T I C E
&  C O M P E T E

Complete 16 core-course units in the
required subject areas
Earn a core-course GPA ≥ 2.2 in the
required subject areas
Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center



D I V I S I O N  I I :
P A R T I A L
Q U A L I F I E R

A T H L E T I C S  A I D
&  P R A C T I C E

Note: Student-athletes that do not
meet DII qualifier standards will be
deemed a partial qualifier

Submit proof of graduation to the
Eligibility Center



S T A N D A R D I Z E D
T E S T  S C O R E S

S A T / A C T

Standardized test scores are excluded
from NCAA initial-eligibility criteria for
student athletes

Colleges and/or scholarship programs
may still  require test scores for
admissions



D I V I S I O N  I I I



D I V I S I O N  I I I

Each Division III college/university
determines its own eligibility for:

Admission
Financial Aid
Practice & Competition

The NCAA Eligibility Center does not
perform certifications for Division III
college-bound student-athletes

Division III student-athletes may
register for the free Profile Page
account, but it is not required



CALCULATING
CORE-COURSE

GPAS



Eng I 
Eng II
Eng III
Eng IV

1
1
1

3
4
4

3 11

3.0
4.0
4.0

Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II

1
1
1

3

3
3
3

3.0
3.0
3.0

9

Physics
Chemistry

1
1

3
3

3.0
3.0

6

Biology 1 4 4.0

4

World History
US History II

1
1

3
4

3.0
4.0

7

Forensics
AP Psychology
Creative Writing
Italian III

1
1
1
1

4
4
3
3

4.0
4.0
3.0
3.0

14

  51    /     15    =    3.4 GPA

2

1

2

4



SPORTS
PARTICIPATION



SPORTS
PARTICIPATION

When you register for
a Certification
account, you must:

Select the sport(s) you would like to
play in college.
Update your information frequently if
you play for multiple teams or attend
events outside the traditional high
school setting.
Request final amateurism before you
enroll full time at a DI or DII school



PROACTIVE
STUDENT
ACTIONS

If students want to
play sports in college,
they must:

Let their counselor know their
aspirations as soon as possible
Share their NCAA ID with schools
recruiting them
Apply to schools of their choosing to
be accepted
Request final amateurism certification
before they enroll full time in college

Starting April 1 (fall)
Starting October (winter/spring)

Ask their counselor to submit their
final transcript with proof of
graduation
Know that considerations are given to
students with document education-
impacting disabilities





2023-24 Guide for the College-Bound Student Athlete

Division I & Division II GPA Worksheets

Registration Checklist

Eligibility Center

RESOURCES

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/DI_and_DII_Worksheet.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/Registration_Checklist.pdf
http://eligibilitycenter.org/


Q U E S T I O N S ?


