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Dear School Community,
Last week I reported to the Board of Education that I was immensely proud of our faculty, staff and
students for their considerable grace, compassion and flexibility in these most unusual times. Opening
this school year has been no easy task and our successful opening is the result of our Dragon family
pulling together as one school community. Although school may look a little different this year, the spirit
of cooperation is evident and the return of students has energized our campus.
This update provides our school community with several important announcements and reminders. I am
also including the September Board Brief, highlighting recent activity of the Board of Education. Should
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience.
Health & Safety Plan & Personal Responsibility
As we continue with the 2020-21 school year, the safety and wellbeing of our faculty, staff and students
will remain top priority. This is why our reopening plan is predicated on sound health guidelines aimed at
mitigating transmission of the Coronavirus. Now that we are open, let’s stay open! We each must play
our part to be good neighbors, and practice the health measures promoted by health experts.
Guiding Health Measures
As a friendly reminder, Kingsway’s Restart & Recovery Plan is predicated on several guiding health
measures. These measures are as follows:
Wearing cloth masks while at school, athletic events or on a bus
Maintaining social distance of six feet or more
Practicing frequent hand washing
Staying home when you are ill
Board of Education Welcomes new Faculty/Staff
The Board had the opportunity to formally welcome our new teachers and support staff to our Dragon
family at the September Board meeting. Join me in wishing our newest Dragons a great 2020-21 School
Year! To meet our new faculty and staff, click HERE.
14th Annual Virtual Dragon Run Opening Ceremony
Thank you to everyone involved in organizing and supporting this year’s virtual Dragon Run & Walk and
Nathaniel Boerlin Scholarship. To view the opening ceremony click HERE.
Athletic Reminders
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We are excited to see high school athletics underway as the Dragons open their seasons on the tennis
court, soccer, field hockey and football fields this week. We are asking all spectators to respect and
cooperate with the aforementioned health & safety measures. Please understand these measures are in
place for the safety of our athletes, coaches, spectators and will help ensure that our Dragons continue to
play.
COVID-19 Student Daily Screener
Just a friendly reminder that the Student COVID-19 Daily Screening requires all students to submit their
screener daily by 8:00 a.m. to check for COVID-19 related symptoms. Each day any student reports to
school, a Daily Screening form will be required. We encourage students to stay home if feeling ill and/or
experiencing COVID-19 related symptoms.
COVID-19 Student Safety Pledge
Just a friendly reminder that the COVID-19 Student Safety Pledge is past due. Parents/Guardians can
submit the pledge form online by logging into their PowerSchool Parent Portal account. Once in the
Parent Portal, they may select the “Forms” option from the left-hand menu, and select the “Covid-19
Safety Pledge” link.
Student Assessment Calendar
We have posted our annual Student Assessment Calendar for the 2020-21 school year here.
Schoology Updates
Our staff, students, and parents continue to work together as we all acclimate to Schoology. We
recognize that this has been a heavy lift and appreciate everyone’s patience and support as we navigate
this new learning platform. Below are a few Schoology-related updates.


Schoology Parent Tutorials
Over 200 parents enrolled in our KRSD Schoology Tutorial Course and we hosted a live Schoology
Parent Night Q&A session last week. To view the Learning Program and Schoology Q&A
Presentation, click here. Parents may also access the Schoology FAQ Sheet for Parents on our
website (here).



Schoology Student Tutorials & Live Small Group Student Help Sessions
Last week we released additional student tutorials and will continue to work with our students to
not only assist them in effectively navigating Schoology, but also to collect feedback about the
student experience. Any student in need of more support navigating Schoology is invited to
register for a Schoology small group help session, which will be offered via Zoom by our Library
Media Specialists. Click here to learn more and register.



Schoology & PowerSchool Grade Sync
We are aware of a technical issue with our Schoology and PowerSchool grade sync and are
currently working with the Schoology support team with the goal of a fully functioning nightly
sync. At this time, parents and students are encouraged to monitor student progress and grades
by accessing the Grade Report or Grade tab for any course within Schoology for the most
accurate and up to date grades.
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In closing, thank you for your prompt attention to this communication. You may continue to monitor
updates on our website by clicking the link HERE. Should you have any questions that require immediate
attention, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at lavenderj@krsd.org.

Very truly yours,

Dr. James J. Lavender
Superintendent of Schools
Superintendent’s Updates
o

Superintendent's School Community Update - Posted 9.11.2020

o

NJDOH Public Health Recommendations for Schools - Posted 8.24.2020

o

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Posted August 1, 2020

o

Superintendent's KR Reopening Plan Update No. 2 - July 31, 2020

o

Superintendent's Preliminary School Reopening Schedules Letter - July 23

o

2020-21 District Calendar

Resources
o Schoology
o

Student Expectations and Procedures for Live Virtual Meetings

o

Student Requirements for Learning in a Hybrid Environment

o

Faculty: 2020-2021 Best Practices & Guidelines for Hybrid/Virtual Teaching.

o

Parents: 2020-2021 Hybrid/Virtual Learning Program & Overview
New Jersey’s Restart & Recovery Plan: The Road Back

o

CDC’s Health Guidelines & CDC’s Considerations for Schools

o

“You need to ‘mask train’ your kids before schools reopen…. Here’s how to do it.”

o

“mask-endurance”

o

Please Support Our Local Restaurants, Eateries and Businesses

Restart Plan Voice-Over Presentations
o

Introduction (6:19)

o

Health Guidelines & Ops. Plan (34:18)

o

Student Schedules (21:00)

o

Academic Plan (11:34)

o

Students, Family & Support (7:42)
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Professional Development (11:17)

o

Policy & Funding (15:54)

o

Kingsway Reopening Plan Athletics and Activities 9.14.2020
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